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Year 2 of the 500 year Jubilee 
Why should workers agree to be slaves in a 
basically authoritarian structure? They should 
have control over it themselves. Why shouldn’t 
communities have a dominant voice in running 
the institutions that affect their lives? 

-Noam Chomsky 
Language and Politics 

Summer of Gatherings 



llnkown irtists enhanced Borolsky's Hamm ering Man" scdptire on a recent Labor Day. Abaland 
eft* were added to the statue whicft stands outside the Seattle Art Museun. Borotskyba 
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ANARCHY, n. The worst fear of every 
politician. A nightmare situation in which 
institutionalized violence, coercion, and 
extortion are replaced by free association, 
voluntary cooperation, and mutual aid. 
Fortunately, governments the world over 
maintain secret police, informers, provoca¬ 
teurs, prisons, execution chambers, and 
herds of obedient men armed with weap¬ 
ons of mass destruction to guard against 
this dreadful possibility. 

-Chaz Bufe in The American Heretic's 
Dictionary 


















Important Notice 


It's almost a truism that we can't avoid change. This zine may be headed for some 
rocky times in the months ahead. I will be losing my current job at the end of the 
year and I don’t know what will happen after that. Hopefully I'll find a new job 
soon, but I may be unemployed. If that happens I simply won’t have the finances to 
send this zine out to non-subscribers. Subscribers are guaranteed of receiving issues 
on a regular basis. Please bear with me if I have to move. That, of course, means an 
address change for this project-I'll do my best to keep everybody informed. The 
"look” of this zine may change as I have to scrounge for computer resources. This 
situation arises at a unfortunate time for this project. I was hoping to move it to 
newsprint and aim for a circulation of 500. That will have to wait. In the meantime I 
will do my best to keep it going, as I am aware of the importance of this project to 
many of you. What can you do to help? If you don't subscribe, please do so, or send 
me what you can. Keep those articles coming too! Write a scene report and tell us 
what practical anarchist things you are doing in your community. I will also work 
on getting more people involved in the production of this zine. Thanks for all your 
support so far! Let's hope that a year from now this zine will be doing well. 


How To Get Practical Anarchy 

Subscription Rates 

Newstart: $1.00 

Ffe*st class wal U.S no envelope: $2.00 
Hrst class art U.S. ml envelope: $1-75 
Year s rtsc rt pM e n (fair issues): $7.00 
North America: $2.00 /Imh, $7.00/year 
Other continents: $2.00/lssue, $10.00/year 
Ns always, rates cm In lamral V yaa ssaO m a capy d 
yaar riaa ar capias af ihns la yaar araa. DaaaUaaaaf 
snaps aaO eastasa wfl alsa lawar yaar rata, eaasa 
y estasa Is tta anst axpaaHva part at tMs prtjsct. 


Chuck Munson 
Practical Anarchy 
PO BOX 173 
Madison, Wl 53701-0173 
USA 
Internet: 

ctmunson@macc.wisc.edu 



We have back issues available! Prices are listed 
below. Please, please don't send an envelope- 
send cash and stamps! 

Numbers 3-7 are available for $2 each. Numbers 
1 & 2 are available for a dollar each. 

*7 - Spring Fling issue. 

#6 - Anarchy & Women issue. 

#5 - What anarchists think about voting 

#4 - Questioning technology 

*3 - The Breakup of the U.S.S.R. and what 

anarchists think about it 

#2 • Cooperative housing 

#1 • Our first issue! Anarchy in libraries. 

How this was done 

Practical @ #8 was produced on a Macintosh IIvx 
running System 7.1. Layout was done in Pagemaker 
(now I have 5.0!). I also used MS Word, Filemaker Pro, 
Omnipage Professional (OCR) and Ofoto for scanning. 

It was printed on an Apple LaserWriter Pro 630 
(660dpi). Internet tools included Eudora for email, 
Fetch for FTP, Turbogopher, and Mosaic. 


Boring Disclaimer 

This publication is for entertainment and informational 
purposes only. We do not advocate that you try any of the 
foolish ideas carried here. Any resemblances to persons, 
living, dead, or undead may be coincidental. Opinions 
issued here are the responsibility of the writer that wrote 
them. 


Mailing Codes 

Practical Anarchy is available at a low cost to you if you 
do the right thing as shown in the subscription rates 
box on this page. I will send this to everybody on my 
list as long as I can afford it. For a project to thrive 
and continue, donations are always welcome and 
appreciated. If you would like to receive this zine in an 
envelope or some other means, let me know- 
otherwise it will show up in you mailbox like issue #3 
(folded over like a newsletter). To the right of your 
name on the mailing label you will find a code. If you 
would like to change that code, do the right thing: 
send me a letter indicating that you would like to 
continue to receive PA and/or send me some money. 
The codes are explained below: 

S* Sample You are receiving a sample copy. You won’t 
see another one unless you subscribe. If you send me a note 
saying that you really like it but don't have any money, we'll 
work something out 

X- Trade I'd like to swap my zine on a continuing basis 
for your zine/projea 

F - Full/Friend You’ve either donated lots of money, 
stamps, or, you are a friend, or, a project that I find important 
enough to send issues to as long as I can afford to publish or 
continue to breathe. More donations are always appreciated. 
V - Vendor You are a bulk distributor of this zine. 

Y7, YB, etc. - Subscription You have a subscription 
which runs out with the issue number indicated. 

Z - Congratulations! You finally received your copy of 
Practical Anarchy. I found the money somewhere to get this 
out to you. I’ll send you copies as long as I can find the 
finances (which is unlikely right now). I’d appreciate hearing 
from you in order for you to continue receiving PA 


n | 

|—3 Keep refrigerated or frozen. 

I ijj Thaw in refrigerator or microwave. 
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Anti-Copyright 1993. Please make billions and 
billions of copies. This zine can be freely repro¬ 
duced. Practical Anarchy is published quarterly. 
This is Spunk Press Wisconsin publication num¬ 
ber PA8. Editor is Chuck Munson, who can be 
reached at PO Box 173, Madison, WI53701-0173. 
Please address mail to him. Your written or 
graphic contibutions and letters are welcome. If 
you got this publication and you don't know how, 
don't sweat it, you'll get free copies as long as I can 
send them. If you would like to receive this zine 
on a regular basis, send me a S ASE (self-adressed 
stamp envelope), stamps, monetary contribu¬ 
tions or a copy of your zine or project and I'll make 
sure you get a copy. Recommended subscription 
is $7 for 4 issues. 

Editor Chuck Munson 
Music Reviewer Fred Weaver 

About the editor 

Practical Anarchy is published by a vegetarian- 
anarchist-artist-librarian-male who likes to go to 
baseball games on occasion. I welcome contribu¬ 
tions and letters. We can always learn from each 
other and a lively letters section is always appre¬ 
ciated. This publication will be eclectic and it will 
be entertaining. In it you will frequently find art, 
cartoons, letters, opinions, quotes, polemics, rants, 
and the infrequent trpo. Subjects covered include 
anarchy, international issues, books, art, libraries, 
food and agriculture, and much more. Why Prac¬ 
tical Anarchy? I feel that anarchy is a viable way 
of living everyday. Too often anarchists are ac¬ 
cused of being too "utopian" or "unrealistic." 
Anarchy is a realistic, practical way of looking at 
the world and changing it. I believe that we 
shouldn't wait for that magical moment when 
anarchy "takes over." There are many things each 
of us can do every day to make changes in our 
world, our lives, and our communities. I hope 
that this publication can become a forum on how 
to do constructive things now. I believe that most 
anarchists agree that we don't have the answers or 
solutions to all of the world's problems. Even 
more, there is constant disagreement as to how we 
should travel the path to a better world. I person¬ 
ally do not feel comfortable with those who would 
offer strict plans or agendas—I am more confi¬ 
dent about the abilities of the "average" person to 
make choices about change. 


Coming Up 


P@#9 

Anarchist approaches to housing 
Internet Guide for Anarchists 
Alternative Dispute Resolution 
Wendell Bradley on Liberalism 
Deadline: December 10,1993 
P@#10 

April Fool’s issue(send humor only) 
Deadline: March 15,1994. 
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Availability 


Practical Anarchy is available at the 
following locations in Madison and these 
cities in the U.S. 

In Madison: 

Rainbow Bookstore Co-op 
People’s Bookstore 
Mifflin Co-op 
Willy St. Co-op 
Cat’s Meow 
Cities in the U.S.: 

Hie Fuel Cate / Milwaukee, WI 
File Love Carden / Lawrence, KS 
Ice Nine Books / Pittsburgh, PA 
Bloomington Anarchist Union/ 
Bloomington, IN 

The Autonomous Zone / Chicago, IL 
Quimhv’s Queer Store / Chicago, IL 
See Hear Books / New York* NY 
Chateau Chaos / Clearfield, PA 
Dreamtime Village / West Lima, WI 
Wooden Shoe Books / Philadelphia, PA 
Emma Center / Minneapolis, MN 
If you are a bookstore, vendor, distributor, 
organization, infosliop, or co-op and would like 
to distribute Practical Anarchy, get in touch. If 
you would like to receive hulk copies and 
distribute them to your area's stores and 
laundromats, please get in touch. 


THANKS 

I would like to thank all those who have 
contributed financially to this project, especially 
all the new subscribers. Thanks to all the 
positive reviews in other publications like MRR, 
Flipside, Anarchy, and all the others. Special 
thanks go to all those who have subscribed or 
sent me some bucks or stamps. Td also like to 
thank Ed, Joseph, Pat, Mikael Cardell, Liz, Ian 
for their help and inspiration. I want to thank 
those who have taken the time to write me. I 
would like to also thank those who sent copies 
of their zines; I really enjoy reading and looking 
at them. Thanks to Mike McCallister, boog 
highberger, and Michael Marotta for their 
written contributions. Shelves of thanks to all 
the bookstores that have been kind enough to 
carry this zine. And thanks to Loompanics for 
sending me books. 


Advertising 

This zine will print ads from record labels 
and distributors, bookstores, publishers, 
zines, projects, and other items that the 
editor finds appropriate for this forum. 
Send check or cash. Checks should be 
payable to Chuck Munson. 

Our rates are: 

1/6 Page -(2 1/2" x 5") $3 

1/3 Page-(2 1/2'x 10") $10 

Half page - (5" x 7 1/2") $20 

Full page - (10"x 7 1/2") $35 
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ANARCHIST 

COOKBOOK 


Stay tuned for another exciting Practical Anarchy 
project, this time a collection of recipes that will 
be called "The Anarchist Cookbook." Tired of that 
overpriced, misleading manual of bombmaking? 
Well here’s your chance to give the public a better 
impression of what anarchy is all about! Send in 
your recipes to this zine and we’ll print the edible 
ones in a booklet next year. Eventually this can 
become a book. Chuck prefers vegetarian recipes, 
but if you can convince him to include recipes 
with meat, he just may include them. We'll test all 
submissions in the Practical Anarchy test kitchen. 
Bon appetit! 


Attention Samplers 


If you are getting this zine as a sample or after 
requesting only one copy, this is the last copy I’ll 
send unless I hear back from you. Either 
subscribe or just let me know that you can’t affor 
to and we’ll work something out. We don’t have 
the funds to waste on sending this out to people 
who can’t cough up a few bucks to continue to 
support this project. 


ATTENTION 

PRISON 

OFFICIALS 


Practical Anarchy is FREE to prisoners who request 
a copy. There is nothing in this issue which 
violates standard prison security regulations. I 
know what the regulations are. Practical Anarchy 
stands firm behind the right of prisoners to speak 
freely. Any intervention will result in an interna¬ 
tional organized protest We’re tired of prison 
censorship. 


Attention 

Publishers, 


Bands, and Labels 



Please send all music to be reviewed to: 

Fred Weaver, 303 W. Market, Clearfield, PA 16830 
Please send all books, zines, and other materials to: 
Chuck Munson, PO Box 173, Madison, WI 33701-0173 
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TO A BOOK OF ESSAYS ON THE TOPIC OF 

PRACTICAL ANARCHY 


FORTHCOMING FOR THE SUMMER OF 
1994 

We are concerned with finding new ways to 
invigorate the Anarchist presence in North 
America through a detailed investigation of 
practical strategies for organizing alternative social 
& cultural relations. 

We are an editorial collective dedicated to 
elaborating the fullest range of possibilities under 
Anarchy; we hope to collect essays, bibliogra¬ 
phies, addresses and other resources on a 
diversity of topics including but not limited to: 

• Food Production and Consumption (horticul¬ 
ture, community sponsored agriculture, 
communal farming, gardening collectives, &c) 

• Housing (Squatting, Urban and Rural co¬ 
operatives, &c) 

• Neighborhood and campus organizing: 
integrated strategies for local political organiza¬ 
tion, anti-racist action networks, &c 

• DIY art, music and beautification (stenciling, 
wheatpasting, spraypainting, alteration, zine 
production, publication, &c) 

• How-to ideas on putting together a People’s 
Bank of Goods and Services, Pirate Radio stations, 
Anarchist hostels, reading rooms, study groups, 
bicycle repair collectives, a Free University, &c) 

• Women’s Health and defense, Menstrual 
Extraction and other increasingly important issues 
of specific concern to women 

• A contact list and resource section 
Send Submissions, Ideas, Graphics, hate mail to: 
chuck munson 
c/o practical anarchy 
or 

joseph average 
c/o BAU 
po box 3207 
bloomington, in 47402 


Madison Anarchist Federation 


If you want to get involved with anarchists in Madison, 
contact the MAF for info about upcoming activities. 
MAF is an umbrella organization seeking to help 
Madison anarchists and antiauthoritarians network with 
each other. We also coordinate events such as lectures, 
actions, picnics and study groups. The Federation also 
serves as a contact point for people who want to get 
involved in local organizations. Contact us at PO Box 
173, Madison, WI 53701-0173 or 251-4307. Internet: 
ctmunson@macc.wisc.edu or mjmc@macc.wisc.edu 


Published on November 19,1993 
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SPUNK PRESS 

Spunk Press is an independent publishing project whose 
goal is to collect anarchist, alternative and underground 
materials in electronic format and make them available 
free of charge. Although our archive is located on the 
Internet (a worldwide network of five million people), we 
want to reach out into the world of bulletin boards and 
personal computers and to those without computer ac¬ 
cess. We want to help editors and writers to convert or 
produce their works in an electronic format and use our 
distribution channels (electronic archive sites, e-mail ad¬ 
dress lists, etc.) We are seeking submissions of fanzines, 
pamphlets, books, articles, interviews, reviews, posters, 
and other material, both in print and out of print. Cur- 
rendy archived selections include Thoreau's Civil Disobe¬ 
dience, a history of the IWW, Practical Anarchy magazine, 
H.Bey's TAZ., and a Situationist bibliography. You can 
submit material either via the Internet or on a PC or Mac 
diskette. You can receive material via the Internet (FTP to 
etext.archive.umich.edu and access directory /J)ub/Poli- 
tics/Spunk), or by sending a diskette. For more informa¬ 
tion and a copy of our current catalog, contact Spunk Press 
by electronic mail at spunk-list@lysator.liu.se or write to: 

Spunk Press, c/o ACF Freedom Bookshop, 84B 
Whitechapel High Street, London E17QX, UK. or 
Spunk Press, c/o Practical Anarchy, POB 173, 
Madison,WI53701-0173, USA 

The electronic Spunk Press archive was last updated on 
October 10,1993 and contains 76 items. 


Spunk Press Reprints 


Spunk Press-Wisconsin is a part of the international 
Spunk Press. It reprints anarchist rants, articles, 
zines, and news from the Internet and elsewhere. 
Spunk Press is non-profit-we simply desire to make 
anarchist materials available to a wide audience. 

We ask for money only to cover photocopying and 
postage. Reprints available are: 

RS-1: What is Anarchy? [from book Reinventing 
Anarchvl 

RS-2: Arm The Spirit zine reprint 
RS-3: Chuck's Intro to Anarchism Bibliography 
RS-4: What is Money? by boog highberger 
RS-5 Permanent TAZs by Hakim Bey 
RS-6: What is the Anarchist Black Cross? 

RS-7: Spunk Press catalog 
RS-8: Internet resources for anarchists (in 
production 

A paper copy of the Spunk Press Archive catalog is 
also available. 

Send a dollar for each one you want to receive. 

We also can make paper copies of Spunk Press 
items. 

If you send something to us in electronic format we 
can tranform it into a booklet with the blink of an 
eye. We will also suggest it for inclusion in the 
electronic Spunk Press Archive. All of the above 
materials are available electronically via the Internet. 


C'Practical Anarchy Online 


An electronic zine concerning anarchy from a practical 
point of view, to help you put some anarchy in your 
everyday life. The anarchy scene is covered through 
reviews and reports from people in the living anarchy. 
Similar to the paper zine of the same name, but a little 
different. Look for the online zine to devote more 
attention to the practical things that anarchists are 
doing electronically. The December issue will review 
zines that are available electronically. 


Editor: 

Chuck Munson 

Internet ctmunson@macc.wisc.edu 
We are currently looking for more co-editors! 

Subscription of PA Online is free in its electronic 
format and each issue is anti-copyright and may be 
distributed freely as long as the source is credited. 

Please direct subscription matters to Chuck at the 
above address. 

We encourage our readers to submit articles and to 
send in bits of news or scene reports from everywhere. 
Local or worldwide doesn’t matter—we publish it! 

Send mail and submissions to the editor. 

Back issues are available from the editor or via 
anonymous FTP from etext.archive.umich.edu. 
(Directory: /pub/politics/SpunkAexts/PA). Help files are 
available in the Spunk level. 



Bringing anarchy electronically 
to the world 


New Anarchist Network! 

Oil tf tta pr^icti tbit cant lit 0 ttts Sanaer's PWy l 
littariag it i im Mtmrk ctM "tat-mb*. Tta 'an' 
ttaadt tar aaarcblttt, aatf-aatharttariaas and aataaa- 
■tsts. Tldt dtcaatralzad artwork la alaa a rattan* «* 
tta spat la tta all IM artwork, part at wbicb caotttaat 
wltt ittaraat mis. Tiara trot low paapla wbicb Maig 
ti bath networks. 

One el tie mAn methods el cenmnlcatlen need iy 
the aaa-web Is a special Internet mailing Bet with tie sans 
name. Tie electronic 1st Is prhnarly a means ler 
anarchist InAvIdaals and reaps to expanse info with one 
another shoot activities, tf the lefts In Chicago are 
planning a pretest on something, they can nse the 1st to 
galckly let ether anarchists knew about IL n Is also nssd 
to transmit Information, news, flyers, and zines. This 
slews participants to mike printouts ler local anarchists 
who dent have Net access. The peal Is to create a 
network el 'nodes', which are grasps or indMduals In a 
particular location that have Net access and have agreed 
to pest information the the Web AND to issenrisate 
Information from the Web to local anarchists. A node can 
he a selective or affinity reap or an IndMdual. A locality 
can have mere than one node, because we knew hew mocb 
anarchists areal 

The aaa-web Bet Is net a eenernl dtecussioa Bet I 
yon want to Asms anarchist topics you'd he better off 
As casting them on the genera! electronic 1st 'anarchy- 
1st' or the syaAcafist 1st *1-umen.' The members of aaa- 
web conectively decide pottcies and goals. They have te he 
tolerant ef one another because so many Afferent 
viewpoints are represented. 

The aaa-web is net ftnlted te lefts with smal 
access. There Is Aso a paraflA postal mafl and face-to- 
facs network. There Is no car Anting er rieAsJon-wAdig 
grenp, jnst a few contact points for information. The 
setwerk strives te Inetade ssardrifts from §9 types ef 
viewpoints, ft doesn't ahn te he THE North American 
network, it Is hit one ef many. One ef the advantages ef 
this network Is that It can easfly include (via the Internet) 
fefts from smaB towns who might he the only anarchist In 
the area. 

For mere information en aaa-web or te join send a 
message to Uz at <fiz@ai.gae.ndt.edu> er to Chick at 
<ctmnsan@macc.wtsc.edn> For mere information en 
JAAng anarchy-Bst send a message te <aearchy- 

Bst@cwl.nb>. 

I yen dent have Internet access and yn would flka 
to Join the network, send a letter te Chock Munson at PO 
Bex 178, MaAsen, WI 58701-0178. 

Electronic Resources 
for Anarchists 

Anarchy-list@cwi.nl An international discussion list 
devoted to all aspects of anarchy. 

l-Union@lever.lever.com A list which deals with the IWW 
and anarcho-syndicalism. 
zines-l@uriaccJbitnet Talk about zines! 
thak@midway.uchicago.edu A contact for the folks at 
Wind Chill Factor zine. 

iww@igcjipc.org The national IWW office. Publishers of 
Industrial Worker newspaper 

loveandrage@igc.org Love & Rage newspaper. L&R RAF 
spunk-llst-request@lysator.liu.se Spunk electronic 
anarchist archive info list. 
nyxfer@blythe.org NY Transfer News Service 
aforum@moose.uvm.edu Autonome Forum 
bbrigade@world.std.com Boston Anarchist Drinking 
Brigade 

resist@burn.ucsd.edu Infoshop, Slingshot, East Bay Food 
Not Bombs 

The next issue of Practical Anarchy will contain many more 
electronic contacts. 






/ 
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Media 

Reviews 


Reviewers this issue: 

Zines: Chuck 

Music: Fred Weaver, Chuck 
Books: Chuck 

A. INFOS No.35 / June 1993 is a newsletter that details 
what the French anarchists are doing. This time I got an 
edition in French, so I can't tell you much about it. It 
appears that this issue includes a flyer on a libertarian 
school. This project also appears to have affiliates in other 
countries. Humeurs Noires-Federation Anarchistes, B.P. 
79,59370 Mons-en-BaroeuI, 

FRANCE. S-8-LP-?. [Send money 
for sample or trade]. 

Adbusters Summer 1993 (vol.2, 
no.4) is an excellent magazine for 
folks interested in media activism 
and fighting advertising. If you are 
interested in "culture jamming" this 
is the place to go for fresh ideas. 

The Media Foundation, 1243 West 
7th Ave., Vancouver, B.C., V6H 
1B7 Canada. S-82-T,M+,F-Q 
[$5.75/$16] 

Alternative Press Review Fall 
1993 (vol.1, no.1) is the promising 
new mag from the folks who 
publish Anarchy: A Journal of 
Desire Armed . This new 

publication, which bills itself as "your guide beyond the 
mainstream," accomplishes in one issue what Utne 
Reader tried to do for years, but was afraid to accomplish. 

It brings us reprints from mainstream alternative 

includes reprints from zines like Lookout Madworld 
S urvival Guide , and Mesechabe . The anarchist press is 
well represented. One of the promising aspects of this 
project will be the focus on zine, magazine, book, and film 
reviews. C.A.L. Press, PO Box 1446, Columbia, MO 
65205-1446 S-84-T,M+,F-Q [$4.95/$16] 

Anarchy: A Journal of Desire Armed #38 / Fall 93 
features Dina Fisher's essay on the FBI and the Branch 
Davidians, an article titled "A World without Morality", an 
article on "half-assed radicalism", and another article on 
the Spanish Civil War. Also includes a section called "On 
Gogol Boulevard", an excellent roundup of anarchist and 
antiauthoritarian news from around the world. And, as 
usual, excellent reviews and letters section. C.A.L, PO 
Box 1446, Columbia, MO 65205-1446. S-84-T,C,M-Q. 
[$3.50/$12] 

Animadverse #9 July/August 1993 is an anarchist zine 
with articles on anti-racist action, prisoner support, South 
Africa, and the Anarchist Queer Cross. Also includes 
reviews and short news items. PO Box 57464, Jackson 
Station. Hamilton, Ontario, Canada L8P 3X4 S-16-LP-B 
J$1/$8] 

Autonomy May 1993 is the newsletter of Some Chicago 
Anarchists. News and opinion from some very traditional 
anarchists. Useful for finding out about anarchist activities ( 
in Chicago. Some Chicago Anarchists, Box 163,1340 
West Irving Park Rd., Chicago, IL 60613 S-2-LP-Mo [$1] 





Bayou La Rose #42 is an anarchist newspaper that 
usually has excellent coverage of native peoples and labor. 
Editor Arthur Miller reflects on where the anarchist 
movement is headed. He makes a good case for why 
anarchists should avoid the trap of constantly reinventing 
the wheel. Why should we always tear everything down in 
order to start from scratch. These folks are also publishing 
what they call a "guide to useful publications and 
organizations, antiauthoritarian, Native American, Labor, 
Prisoners, Ecology and more." Bayou La Rose, PO Box 
5464, Tacoma, WA 98415-0464. Bulk copies are available 
from Left Bank Distribution. T-16-T-Q [$2/$7.50] 

Black and Red #4 is the newsletter of the Anarchist 
Caucus of the Committees of Correspondence. News and 
networking for anarchists in the New York area. 11 John 
St., Rm. 506, New York, NY 10038 S-8-LP-B [$1/$10] 

Blue Ryder: the best of the 
underground press (November- 
December 1993) is a decent 
alternative newspaper that does an 
excellent job of keeping up with the 
alternative scene. Cartoons, zine 
reviews, music reviews, and articles. 
Blue Ryder, Box 587, Olean, NY 
14760 T-16-T-B [$1.50/$8] 

Cybertek #8 is the zine for all of you 
anarcho-hackers, phreakers, and 
tech ie-su rviva I ists. I don't have the 
technical knowledge to know if any of 
this really works, but hey, ifs for 
educational purposes only! Stuff on 
data taps, home security, pink boxes, 
and garbage channels. I found the 
recipe for making your own claymore 
mine to be tasteless and offensive. I 
hope anybody assembling such an abomination blows 
themselves to pieces (would do the rest of us a favor). 
OCL/Magnitude, PO Box 64, Brewster, NY 10509. S-18- 
D-B [$/$15] 

Crash (July 1993) is "your guide to travel thru the 
underground." This excellent issue is devoted to bicycles 
with special articles on Critical Mass, the direct action 
movement which started in California and is currently 
spreading to other cities. Crash, 519 Castro #7, San 
Francisco, CA 94114 HS-20-LP-B [$1/$5] 

Discussion Bulletin #60 (July/August 1993) is a 
discussion and letters zine for those interested in 
syndicalism, anarcho-communism, industrial unionism, and 
socialism. No party line here, just dialog. This issue 
includes a reprinted debate that originally appeared in the 
e-zine Organized Thoughts. Discussion Bulletin, I.U.C.E., 
PO Box 1564, Grand Rapids, Ml 49501 HL-32-R-B [$/$3] 

dreamtime talkingmail Number 4 / Summer 1993 is the 
newsletter of the folks up at Dreamtime Village. The Village 
is located in rural Wisconsin between Madison and 
Lacrosse. Ifs an exciting project which combines avant- 
garde art with permaculture farming. A calendar of 
ongoing events, up-to-date information on the Village, and 
stuff on bioregions, permaculture, and temporary 
autonomous zones. Highly recommended. Dreamtime 
Village, Rt.2 Box 242W, Viola, Wl 54664. S-24-T-3 [$4/ 
$12 for 3 issues] 

Dumpster Times #12 (April ’93) is one of the hippest 
anarchist zines around right now. Another of those that 
are hard to put down once you’ve started reading. The 
theme of this issue is the drug war and resistance to it. An 
ellent book review section. Highly recommended. HL- 



Are ISBN numbers becoming licenses to publish? Fred 
Woodworth of The Match! seems to think so. In a recent 
edition he outlines the case against ISBN numbers. They 
have decided to no longer review books with ISBNs. We 
support their project and will disseminate info on Woodworth's 
arguments, but this publication will continue to review books 
with ISBNs for now. 


The Last Days of Christ the Vampire by J.G. Eccarius. [Ill 
Publishing. PO Box 170363, San Francisco, CA94117-0363 
/ Also available from Left Bank Distribution] 188pp. $7.00 
Paperback. This has to be one of the best novels, if not best 
anarchist novel of the 1980s. An account of how some 
freedom loving anarchists topple worldwide religion and have 
fun doing it. You won't find very many books where the 
radicals are the ones that win in the end. 

A grassroots movement of freedom-loving radicals 
who can think for themselves gradually spread the word that 
Christ was actually a vampire. This message, often spread 
with graffiti, is not taken lightly by church officials and those 
who actually are immortals, the Primes. The Christ the 
Vampire movement is mostly composed of young punks, but 
includes several professionals. They travel around the world, 
spreading their message of "blasphemy." They soon leam 
that there are vampires in control of the world and that Christ 
the Vampire is not just a metaphor. Christ himself is still alive. 
The movement actually builds momentum and eventually 
millions of churchgoing Americans decide that going to church 
is a waste of time, and that money given to churches could be 
better spent actually solving problems. A wonderful mes¬ 
sage. is* 'i 

This book is well written, gripping, funny, and should be 
inspiring to those of us who are trying to create alternatives to 
the worldwide megamachine. If you are familiar with fiction 
that deals with the Illuminati, you should enjoy reading this 
novel. 


The New Political Consciousness: a context for 
ecocommunity by Wendell G. Bradley. [Lysander Spooner 
Publishing , Mark Ziesing, PO Box 76, Shingletown, CA 
96088] 165pp. Paperback. We all know that liberal environ¬ 
mentalism sucks, but what about the current Western political 
system known as "liberalism"? Liberalism has been the 
dominant political consciousness for centuries in North 
America and Europe. Why do so many people still cling to a 
system that has obviously failed? Bradley examines this any 
many more questions in this excellent thought-provoking 
book. 

Bradley takes a critical look at the weaknesses of 
constitution-based liberalism. He also defines more clearly 
what anarchists oppose: archism. He accurately refers to the 
"Archist Revolution" that has been going on for over 4000 
years. Most of the human species’ history has been charac¬ 
terized by egalitarian societies. Archism and civilization are 
recent inventions. 

Bradley also examines social freedom, disciplinary 
control, human nature, feminism, alternatives to education, 
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48-LP-Q [$2/$10] 

East Coast Exchange 1993 (vol.1, no.4) is an "under¬ 
ground" zine serving the East Coast. The focus here 
seems to be on music: record reviews as well as interviews 
with bands Helmet, Agnostic Front, the Cows, and the 
Mighty Mighty Bosstones. Ethan Minsker, 184 Lexington 
Ave. Apt. 7B, New York, NY 10016-6841 S-28-LP-I 
J£L50] 

udos: sexual freedom & erotic entertainment for 
women, men & couples vol.7, no.21993 The publisher 
of this newspaper, Brenda Loew Tatelbaum, is to sexual 
"liberation in the 1990s what Emma Goldman was to the 
same movement in the 1890s. If 
liberating sexuality from the modem day 
Puritans is your cause this publication is 
for you. Eidos has an extensive, excellent 
review section of the alternative press. I 
especially like the reproduction of letters 
from libraries asking that they be taken off 
the mailing list. Includes a big section of 
personal ads, guaranteed to offend at 
least one of your neighbors. PO Box 96, 

Boston, MA 02137-0096. T-72-T-Q [$10/ 

$30] 


interviews, if you like that sort of thing. Wish I could afford 
to send out a pair of 3-D glasses with each issue of my 
zine! PO Box 60790, Pasadena, CA 91116 S-1,000,000- 
T.F-B [$2.50/$10] 

Flour Power #3 September 1993 is a new anarchist zine 
which describes itself as" a mag of anarchist politics-punk 
music-reporting the news from an alternative perspective. 
If you are anarchist in the northwestern U.S. or in western 
Canada you should check this out. Reports from the 
Frenzy Anarchist Gathering which was held last summer. 
Other pieces deal with squatting, how to get an abortion, 
and the Clayoquot campaign. Rejoice, PO Box 78068, 
RPO Grandview, 2606 Commercial Dr. t Vancouver, BC 
V5N 5W1 S-48-R.LP-I [$1/$2] 


The Flush Rush Quarterly Summer 
1993 (vol.1, no.2) is a newsletter for 
people who are NOT fans of Rush 
Limbaugh. Filled with humor about 
Rush as well as analysis of Rush's 
odious shows. I choose to ignore Rush, 
but I'm glad publications like this one 
are out there. PO Box 270525, San 
Diego, CA 92198 S-12-LP-Q [$3.50/ 
$13.95] 


Empathy is a collection of Mike Squirrel's 
poems and drawings. Lots of rants 
against religion and America. His work 
has a very anarchist tone. Mike's a cool 
guy so ask him for a copy of this. PO Box 4513, East 
Lansing, Ml 48826 HS-7-HL-I [$1] 



Fringe Ware Review [Premiere issue] 
is a new zine for folks who are 
interested in cutting edge "fringe" 
technology like PGP software and other 
weird hardware. Includes a reprint of Bob Black's The 
X Abolition of Work, an article on cypherpunks and anarchy, 
v and a list of Internet lists for the anarcho-techno-hip. 
Exposing Mirage #1 is a cool new anarcho-zine with a \ Pretty cool. Fringeware, Inc. PO Box 49921. Austin, TX 
personal zine flavor. The editor used to publish 78765. Internet: fringeware@wixer.bga.com S-50-T.M-Q 


Bushwacker zine. With a range of articles and collage 
throughout, this is a fine example of what zines are about. 
Rants about anarchy, why birth control pills are bad, war 
tax resistance, the Philly anarchist gathering, and much 
more. 22 Standard Ave., West Warwick, Rl 02893. HS- 
,44-LP,C-l [$2] 

Factsheet Five #49 (1993) is THE guide to zines. Mostly 
zine reviews, but they also review catalogs and books. 

Zine reviews are arranged alphabetically within categories 
such as Queer, Art, Fringe, Politics, Sex, B-Movies, 
Obsessions and so on. The reviews are usually very 
thorough and well written. Factsheet is starting to find its 
own style, but still lacks the idiosyncrasies of the original. 
Layout is excellent and all reviews are indexed. Most of 
the contents are available over the Internet via email, 
gopher, or anonymous FTP. Send a message to 
jerod23@well.sf.ca.us for more details. Factsheet Five 
Subscriptions, PO Box 170099, San Francisco, CA 94117- 
0099 S-114-T-B [$6/$20] 

Fargo Planet is the zine published by the F-Kripz, a 
techno, hardcore, hip hop band. Their music is great; see 
the review in the music section. PO Box 30033, Kansas 
City, MO 64112. HS-16-LP.C-I [$1] 


[$3.50/$12] 

Global Mail September 1993 (Issue 6) is THE guide to 
mail art shows being held around the world in the next few 
years. It also lists archive, anarchist, email, and tape and 
video projects. An indispensable resource for mail 
networkers. Also available via the Internet. Global Mail, 

PO Box 597996, Chicago, IL 60659. S-8-LP-3 [$T, 
Soapbox June.] 

Gray Areas Fall 1993 (vol.2, no.3) is one of Chuck's 
current magazine favorites. Each issue examines the 
shady side of law, music, technology, and popular culture. 

A recent issue had an excellent interview with a hacker. 
This issue has an interview with a phone sex fantasy girl 
and Ivan Stang of SubGenius fame. Several articles take 
a look at music piracy. An excellent review section which 
covers everything from zines to software. PO Box 808, 
Broomall, PA 19008-0808. S-132-T.F-Q [$4.50/$18] 

High On Propaganda Until I Die #1 is an angry little 
anarcho-punk zine with a witty anti-religion flavor. Sort of a 
multimedia experience—my copy came with a matchstick. 
PO Box 4453, Laguna Beach, CA 92652. HS-31-HL/C-I 

[SI] 


Fifth Estate vol.28, no.2 /Summer 1993 is Detroit's long- 
running voice of anarchy. This issue focuses on "Dope, 
Queer Sex & Anarchy". The folks that publish FE have 
recently acquired a computer and they include a long piece 
on why they got one. This issue is really worth getting 
because of the full-color cover and the excellent back 
cover portrait of Mao with paint on his visage. 4632 
Second Ave., Detroit, Ml 48201. T-24-T.F-Q [$1.50/$6] 

Flipside #86 (October/November 1993) is one of the big 
alternative music magazines. I like it, but its not as punk 
as Maximum RockNRoll or Second Guess. LOTS of band 


Industrial Worker September 1993 (vol.90, no.1563) is 
the monthly newspaper of the IWW. I bet most of you 
zinesters are looking forward to the day you put out #1563. 
I know that IWW members and anarcho-punks look at 
each other like each is an alien from Planet X, but both 
tendencies need to learn from and support each other. 

The Worker always has stuff of interest to anarchist 
activists. The look and feel of it these days reminds me of 
the Love & Rage newspaper. Each issue includes the 
humorous supplement, Wage Slave World News, which in 
this issue exposes Beavis and Butthead as secret 
members of Clinton’s cabinet. IWW, 1095 Market St. 


Zine Key 


Description codes: 

A. Size of paper 
8 -Standard (81/2" x 11") 

HS - Half Standard (61/2" x 81/2”) 

L - Legal (81/2" x 14") 

HL -Half Legal (7" x 81/2") 

T-Tabloid (11"x 17" newsprint) 

M - Mini (smaller than half standard) 

0 - Oversize (larger than tabloid) 

BJjpmberpfppgM 

C. Notes 

R- Photo roducodtype 
D - Dot matrix printed and xeroxed 
LP - Laser printed 
T - Typeset or offset 
C - Lots of collages 
HL-Hand lettered 
M - Multicolored cover 
M+ - Color throughout publication 
F-Ful color cover 
F rgQ WPn cy (ppr yppr ) 

Mo - Monthly 
W - Weekly 
10 -10 times a year 
B - Bimonthly 
Q - Quarterly 
A - Annual 

I-Irregular/Infrequent 
Price 

[price of samplo / followed by subscription cost (If 
avalable) for ono yoar (usually third class)] 

ALWAYS send money or stamps for postago If you are 
seining away for a sample! 

A $ sign before the slash mean that a sample price was 
not listed—send a couple of bucks. 

Trades accepted are Indicated by T 
A name inside the brackets indicates who a check should 
be made out to. 



Promising newcomer 


IMjiital# 

itevoliitioii #4 

GOVERNMENT 
FREE ZONE 

.. NOT5CC: Absolutely r.e dctlvW** v»Mi be 
ner n -ttec to th» mm which eepocn or eruiNw 
oo*rr.*si or frAvd Of any Rina. TM* tr.ciude*. 
but 1* no; ihefcxa to: MvA'Jcr., conscription, 
osneorship. theh. irritbtboi: ot phyxinel force. 
destrucNcn a<eenone* property, erd kmitsiions 
of *r.y bind on arty Individual’* right la We. 
Shorty, otto prop e rty. 

Nu police, txx colUforo:>. military ooixonr.o:. 
**9«e>A«Grv or agents of anv government are 
wetoome wHncut specific prior permission. 

Occopeata will never IMlTIATfc aggression or 
vtotartce of any ttr*i. bet efll defend wK and 
prop erty efeh vrhetrear loro* is necessary. 


Digital Revolution #4 is a fairly new zine devoted 
to the electronic anarchist scene. Reprints of 
anarchist material from the Internet including items 
on the San Francisco Food Not Bombs campaign, 
the IWW, squatting, and Labor Day. A must for 
anarchists interested in electronic anarchy. Brian 
Crabtree. 11111-A N. Central Expwy., Dallas, TX 
75243. Internet: bri@sdf.lonestar.org HS-20-LP-I 
[$1/$7] 
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#204, San Francisco, CA 94103. T-16-T-Mo [$1/$15] 

Kokopelli Notes (vol.3, no.2) is a magazine devoted to 
“transportation choices for a Green planet/ Lots of articles 
devoted to exploring transportation alternatives, especially 
bikes. PO Box 8186, Asheville, NC 28814 S-32-T-? [$4/ 
$16] 

Love and Rage November 1993 (vol.4, no.5) is the 
bimonthly publication of the Love and Rage Revolutionary 
Anarchist Federation. The old L&R network split over the 
summer and one faction has decided to continue the 
newspaper. News, articles, and scene news. Includes a 
section on the Anarchist Black Cross. Special expanded 
coverage of the ongoing fight against racism and police 
brutality. An account of anarchist activities that happened 
last summer and a review of Ursula K. LeGuin's The 
Dispossessed And once again these folks have put out 
another jam-packed, good-looking paper. PO Box 853, 
Peter Stuyvesant Station, NY, NY 10009. T-24-T-6 [$1/ 
$13] 

Madworld Survival Guide: New Orleans Anarchist 
Quarterly #9 Spring 1993 is a fine zine that should 
appeal to fans of practical approaches to anarchy. This 
issue includes features on women's self-help, herbal 
remedies, community gardens and farming, practical 
bioregionalism, reproductive control and the poor, and 
underground contacts. Excellent review section. The 
antiauthoritarian flyer brigade sounds interesting; the 
anarchist movement could definitely use a distro network 
for flyers. MSG, PO Box 791377, New Orleans, LA 70179 
HS-60-LP-Q [$1/$5] 

“the man is clampin’ down”: notes on revolution is an 
interesting zine published by some folks here in Madison. 
This effort is meant to be a dialogue on what social change 
and revolution mean to the members of the Harlequin 
Collective. Thoughts on the politics of sex, society vs. the 
individual, and how the grind of daily living interferes with 
making the revolution happen. Also an account of the 
Philly @ gathering. Recommended! Aaron Donsbach, do 
Harlequin, PO Box 349, Madison, Wl 53701-0349. HL-16- 
LP,C-I [Send money for postage] 

The Match! Number 88 (Summer 1993) is an uncompro¬ 
mising traditional anarchist journal. A great editorial on 
why they will no longer review books with ISBN numbers. 
Excellent book reviews including one that takes several 
swipes at the zine phenomenon. Several serialized fiction 
pieces continue in this issue. Fred Woodworth, ed., PO 
Box 3488, Tucson, AZ 85722 HL-76-T.F-I [$2.50/$10] 

Maximumrocknroll October /1993 is an excellent place 
to find out what's going on in the alternative music scenes. 
Mostly music-oriented, but occasionally you can find some 
anarchist political stuff. This issue includes a news report 
on the Philly gathering. Each issue is crammed with band 
interviews, scene reports, record and zine reviews, and 
features some of the best writing on music around today. 
Does anyone keep up with all these 7" records anyway? 

PO Box 460760, San Francisco, CA 94146-0760. S-100 
plus-T-Mo [$3/$18] 

Meander Quarterly: Newsletter of Evolutionary 
Anarchists November 1993 (vol.5, no.3) is a highly 
recommended letters, opinion, and news zine for us 
evolutionary anarchists. The editorship revolves so the 
zine is looking for a person to volunteer to be editor for a 
year. Also available electronically; contact the editor of 
Practical Anarchy for more info. Ed Stamm, PO Box 1402, 
Lawrence, KS 66044 HS-28-D-B [$1/$5] 


newsletter of the Minnesota Library Association Social 
Responsibilities Round Table. News of interest to 
progressive librarians. Should Junior ROTC be allowed in 
St. Paul schools? Thoughtful reviews of alternative books 
fill the “Recommended Reading” section. They also review 
alternative publications! Chris Dodge / Jan DeSirey, 4645 
Columbus Ave., Minneapolis, MN 55407. S-16-D-10 [$/ 
$15, MLA/MSRRT] 

Meshuggah #8 is a "journal of oddball fiction and 
subversive thought/ A zine that successfully mixes 
seriousness with humor. Inside you might find reprints 
from Ernest Mann's Little Free Press , dreamtime 

Wendell Berry. Definitely eclectic! Feh! Press, 147 
Second Ave. #603, New York, NY 10003-5701 S-40-LP-Q 
[$1.50/$6] 

Profane Existence #19/20 (Summer 1993) Profane is 
back with this outstanding double issue! Excellent section 
devoted to anarchist news in the Twin Cities area as well 
as around the world. Also includes a section devoted to 
On Gogol Boulevard. Stories on practical anarchist 
projects. Unforgettable centerfold aimed at the anti-choice 
forces. Also band, record, and zine reviews. This 
publication continues to be an inspiration to me! If you 
only request one issue of Profane, get this one! PO Box 
8722, Minneapolis, MN 55408. T-?-T-B [$3/$9.00] 

Satan wears a bra # 3 (April 1993) is a cool grrri zine. 
Plenty of humorous collages and a great irreverent 
attitude. Check out the “Suburban slumber party diaries/ 
Where did they take the guys during the menstruation 
lesson in school? The gym? Debby Wolfinsohn, 41 7th 
Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11217 HS-?-LP,C-l [$?] 

Second Guess #7 (Summer 1993) is my favorite punk 
zine. This issue includes an account of a trip to L.A., an 
interview with the band Screeching Weasel, a piece on 
Charles Bukowski, letters, and really good zine and music 
reviews. Bob, the editor, is never afraid to say it like it is, 
he even takes Practical Anarchy to task for running a list of 
suggestions on how to deal with Operation Rescue 
(reprinted from Wind Chill Factor) . He's on target—the 
inclusion of the piece was a last minute space filler and 
shouldn't have been included. SG, PO Box 9382, Reno, 

NV, 89507 HS-56-LP-I [$2/?] 

Ship of Fools #3 (Summer 1993) is a big smorgasbord of 
stuff for those interested in anarchy and freedom. This 
tabloid zine is chock-full of stuff of interest to anarchists: 
anarchist projects, prisoner support, environmental actions, 
zine reviews, drug decriminalization and more. Also has 
recent news about the Davis family's fight with the damn 
Feds. This could almost be called “The Anarchist Year in 
Review: 1993". Definitely worth checking out! Ship of 
Fools, PO Box 2062, Westminster, MD (No zip listed) T- 
56-T-Q [$2/$5] 

SLAM #4 June/July 1993 is a fine review-oriented zine. 
They review zines, books, and music. Each issue usually 
includes several band interviews. This issue includes 
articles on micro-radio and political prisoners. PO Box 
22861, Alexandria, VA 22304 S-32-T-6 [$2/$10] 

These Are Revolutionary Times #5 / September 1993 is 
an excellent new anarchist tabloid. They do a good job of 
covering the New England anarchist scene. This issue 
includes portraits of famous anarchists such as Voltairine 
de Cleyre and John Henry MacKay. Media reviews. 

TART. Wayland Square, Box 3146, Providence, Rl 02906 
T-8-T-Mo. [$.35/$5.00] 


MSRRT Newsletter September 1993 (v.6, no.7) is the 


The Web is “Southern California's Anarchist Journal/ 


and the prospects for ecocommunities. 

This book is an excellent addition to the social ecology 
movement. It echoes Murray Bookchin's The Ecology of 
Freedom . Another current book that more anarchists and 
those interested in building ecocommunities should read. My 
copy now has penciled notes all throughout. 


The conventional environmental activist seeks more informed 
or considerate leadership and better laws. This “liberal jus¬ 
tice 1 approach typically focuses on greedy executives in an 
exploitative industrialism, condoned by coopted government 
officials. The radical ecological approach, however, goes to 
the root. It is concerned with the archist liberalism's inherently 
destructive social consciousness and how it pervades nearly 
every facet of existing society, public and private. 

• # • • • 

The temptation to get in power and prescribe for others 
betrays an archist disposition. The forms of social freedom 
can only be developed organically, as people arrive at shared 
values in an open process (actually form authentic commu¬ 
nity). Those who prescribe, thinking their consciousness is 
"pure," need to be reminded that social blueprinting is how we 
got into the mess we are in. 

Having Little, Being Much: A chronicle of Fredy Perlman's 
fifty years by Lorraine Perlman. [Detroit: Black & Red, 1989 
/ Available from Fifth Estate Bookstore, 4632 Second Ave., 
Detroit, Ml 48201, or Left Bank Distribution] 155pp $3.50 
Paperback. I first heard of Fredy Perlman when I started 
reading the Fifth Estate during the mid 80s. He was the author 
that wrote these really strange, but brilliant essays on the 
nature of civilization and nationalism. Later I learned that he 
was held in high esteem by much of the anarchist movement. 
A couple of years ago I had the fortune of reading one of his 
books, Against His-story, Against Leviathan In it Perlman 
traces the history of civilization in a critical, metaphorical 
fashion. This book helped me make some personal insights 
about the nature of civilization and helped me understand 
some of the "anarcho-primitivist" flavor that has characterized 
Fifth Estate magazine. 

Having Little is an account of Fred/s life as told by his 
wife Lorraine. She relates the academic, activist, and per¬ 
sonal side of his life. We get a good look at his intellectual 
struggles, his projects, and his experiences with activists. 
Fredy approached activist politics in the U.S. as one who had 
lived in eastern Europe during the 50s and 60s. His primary 
contribution to the radical movement in the U.S. were his 
books and his involvement with the Black & Red cooperative 
printshop in Detroit. 

One of the valuable aspects of biographies like this one 
is the insight it gives readers who are social change activists 
into the experiences of other activists. Activists always seem 
to spend a lot of time reinventing the wheel. This biography 
show us the frustrations Fredy experienced in dealing with left 
sectarianism in relation to the cooperative printshop. Another 
valuable aspect is the detail the biographer provides on 
Fredy*s intellectual struggles and what he was trying to 
accomplish with his writings. 

Divided We Fall by Robert Millis. [Gemini Brew. 2305 
Northwest Kearney #240, Portland, OR 97210] 151pp. Pa¬ 
perback. Sowhathappens after the Revolution? Whatwould 
it be like living after the big event? You would think with all the 
left-leaning authors over the years there would be novels 
about post-Revolution America. You would also think that at 
least a few science fiction authors would have devoted some 
ink to the topic. Ifs actually somewhat difficult to name some 
novels that deal with life after a leftist style revolution. Millis 
attempts to bring us a glimpse of life after the REVOLUTION 
in this novel. 

Jonathan Palmer is a young revolutionary who is get¬ 
ting involved in the resistance movement once again. The 
faction that he joins controls territory in Oregon. Most of the 
novel deals with his stay at resistance hideouts. Several 
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Contents include pieces on high school organizing, the 
Whittier Food Not Bombs group, the southern California 
Anarchist Retreat, as well as info on other anarchist events 
happening in southern California. Includes a contact list of 
area anarchist groups. PO Box 187, N. Hollywood, CA 
91603 HS-20-R.HL-I [$?] 

Woozy #2 is a anarchist-flavored music/culture zine 
published in Australia. Interviews with alternative bands, 
comics, collages, and articles on Riot Gmrls and squatting. 
All of it hand-lettered which gives it an interesting visual 
look. PO Box 4434, Melbourne Uni, Parkville, Victoria, 
3052 Australia. S-48-HL-3 [$?] 

PAMPHLETS 


The Abolition of Work by Bob Black. A new pamphlet 
featuring Black's classic rant against work. This edition 
published by Feh! Press also includes several other Black 
anti-work pieces as well as a suggested anti-work reading 
list. Feh! Press, 147 Second Ave. #603, New York, NY 
10003 [$2] 


BOOK REVIEWS continued 


times the faction skirmishes with the surviving U.S. govern¬ 
ment. Eventually Jon has to come to terms with his involve¬ 
ment in the "war". Should he stay involved or should he 
leave? Can he resume a normal life? 

In his author's note Millis notes his reservations about 



the type of revolution some people preach about. He 
succeeds for the most part in portraying what would probably 
happen after an armed uprising. The rebel factions start to 
resemble those they oppose. Outfitted with tons of weapons 
and power they start to become just like the government they 
opposed to begin with. Hierarchy and coercion reintroduce 
themselves in this situation. Anarchists have pointed out for 
years the futility of revolutions that aim to seize state power. 
The revolutionaries rapidly transform to resemble the old 
guard. 

Divided We Fall\s a decent book, but I wish that it had 
been much longer and that the characterization was more 
developed. It is a good attempt to portray the benefits and 
drawbacks of an armed revolution, a situation that many 
leftists dream about, but often don’t examine the real conse¬ 
quences of such a strategy. An interesting addition to any 
leftist's bookshelf. 

Loompanics' Golden Records edited by Michael Hoy. 
[Loompanics Unlimited. PO Box 1197, Port Townsend, WA 
98369] 199pp. $14.95 Trade paperback. A big compilation 
of articles, fiction, and information that have appeared in the 
pages of the Loompanics catalogs in the last few years. The 
Loompanics Catalog is the most interesting book catalog 
around these days. Each one is chock-full of graphics, 
articles, and lengthy descriptions of the books that they sell. 
They aren't afraid to carry the controversial. If you are 


looking for material on Holocaust revisionism as written by 
those who believe that the Holocaust was a hoax, they carry 
that stuff. If you need to prepare for Armageddon or are just 
seeking revenge, they got books for you too. But the best part 
of Loompanics is that they carry anarchist and anti-authoritar¬ 
ian materials. Definitely send away for a copy today! 

Golden Records is an eclectic collection of material. 
Inside you will find classic material from anarchist iconoclast 
Bob Black including'No future for the Workplace" and the 
funny "Bob's Hopeless Desert Classic". Most of the articles 
have a libertarian bent: "Pissing away our basic rights," "What 
is the FIJA" and articles on gun control. Several pieces take 
on Big Brother and the increasing threats to our rights. This 
is an excellent way of learning about the hidden issues and 
history thatthe mainstream media ignore. Send away fortheir 
catalog while your at, it’s worth the wait. 



The American Heretic's Dictionary with definitions by Chaz 
Bufe and illustrations by J.R. Swanson. [See Sharp Press. 
Tucson, AZ. 1992] 85pp. $7.95 Paperback. Another great 
reference item from the guy who published the immensely 
useful Heretic's Handbook of Quotations In the tradition of 
Ambrose Bierce's Devil's Dictionary. The definitions in this 
volume are hilarious and cut to the often painful truth. Bufe 
has "decided not to attack the usual butts of American 
'humor,' that is, those who have little power and who are 
routinely victimized; I decided not to attack women, racial or 
ethnic groups, or gay or bisexual people; instead, I decided to 
concentrate on business, government, the military, and the 
everyday stupidities and slimy practices which make living in 
the United States such a joy." 


NATIONAL INTEREST, n. That which increases the wealth 
and power of the wealthiest 10 percent of the population at the 
expense of the other 90 percent. 


INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE, n. A government agency 
which serves the people by extorting billions of dollars from 
them annually under threat of force, much as the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service serves the people by raiding 
homes and workplaces, and by maintaining concentration 
camps. 


LIBERTARIAN PARTY, n. 1) An oxymoron; 2) A group of 
socially liberal Republicans who dislike paying taxes. Finding 
genuine libertarians in a political party is as unthinkable as 
finding hyenas dining at a vegetarian restaurant. 


LENINIST, n. A marxist who is unable or unwilling to leam 
from past events. An individual who believes that a peaceful, 
free, and egalitarian society can be built through the system¬ 
atic use of terror, violence, and coercion by a small elite. A 
believer in classes, but an "F* student in History. 

Freedom Road by Harold Hough. [Loompanics] 178pp. 
$16.95 Paperback 


If you feel the urge to pull up stakes and live constantly on the 
road, then this is a practical guide for you. Hough looks at life 
on the road from the perspective of somebody who owns a 
RV. Covers practical considerations such as which state you 
should get a driver's license from and where should you 
maintain a maildrop. 

Books Received (will be reviewed in next issue) 

Shadow Merchants: Successful retailing without a store¬ 
front by Jordan L. Cooper. Loompanics. 152pp $12.95 

Boundaries of Home: Mapping for local empowerment 

edited by Doug Aberley. New Society Publishers. 138pp 
$9.95 

Democracy in small groups: participation, decision mak¬ 
ing & communication by John Gastil. New Society Publish¬ 
ers. 213pp $14.95 

Scram: relocating under a new identity by James S. 
Martin. Loompanics. 78pp $12 

Unconditional Freedom: social revolution through indi¬ 
vidual empowerment by William J. Murray. Loompanics. 
260pp $15.95 

Common Harvest: an alternative food and agriculture 
directory compiled by Dan Guenther, Rick Bonlender and 
Dick Kulisheck. Food Action Network (Minneapolis) 1993/ 
150pp. $11 


Music reviews 


Reviewers are: 

CM - Chuck Munson 
FW - Fred Weaver 

Please send all music to be reviewed to: 

Fred Weaver 

City of Champions Records 
303 W. Market St. 

Clearfield, PA 16830 

Jesus Lizard - Lash - 3x7" (Touch & Go) 

Two new songs “Glamorous” (Incredible) and “Deaf as a 
Baf (sounds like a Dead kennedys song) coupled with four 
live songs that thoroughly document the fact that the Lizard 
is one of the best live acts in the world. (FW) 

Seam - The Problem With Me - CD (Touch & Go) 

9 great new songs. Much better than Headsparks with 
arrangements that bring Soo Young Park’s former band, 
Bitch Magnet to mind. Currently my favorite record. 

Tight, powerful drumming from Bob Craig (Ex: Poster 
Children) and incredible hooks reminding me of Dinosaur 
Jr’s (You’re Living...) heydey. 

Palace Bros. - There Is No One-What Will Take Care of 
You (Drag City) 

Three former members of Slint reform to back their pal, 
Will Oldham on a record of, get this, folk/country songs. 
The songs are imaginatively written with quite a bit of 
tongue in cheek humor poking fun at traditional country 
lyrics. Interesting, if not amazing. I just heard that Slint 
has reformed-rejoice! (FW) 

Gastr Del Sol - Serpentine Similar - EP (Teen Beat) 

David Grubbs’ new band isn’t as extreme as Bastro, but it 
entertains just as much. Long drones and odd guitar riffs 
combined with inspired poetry may sound retro but in this 
case it sounds very new. (FW) 
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Dis • Small Fry Sessions - CD (12 Inch Records) 

This band has everything (Steve Albini as their producer; 
they’re on the Poster Children’s label) except the talent of 
the company they’re keeping. Sounds like a Sllnt/ 
Pavement influence is very strong here. There are a few 
good songs and original ideas, though. (FW) 

Don Caballero - For Respect- CD/LP/CS (Touch & Go) 
Instrumental powerhouse from my home state-what can I 
say bad? Maybe its too much of a good thing, some of the 
songs are incredible but a few seem to lose power in artsy 
transitions and arrangements-fiot as good as their first two 
Ts but definitely worth owning. (FW) 

Shiny Beast - 5 song CD (Boner) 

An instrumental band that is peerles as far as I’m 
concerned. The CD features guest vocals on four of the 
songs. I saw these guys in the Spring and they aren’t as 
loud and heavy as this record makes them seem. I heard 
a demo of their new material that more accurately portrays 
the live act and it is outstanding. (FW) 

Fugazi - In On The Kill Taker- CD (Dischord) 

This has some good songs on it. They seem to be more 
angry than on Steady Diet.. I think that Guy is a better 
songwriter than Ian and he’s proven it on this (“Rend If 
“Smallpox Champion"). There are some songs that are 
mediocre. (FW) 

Not Your Friends * Don’t Even Try It- Cassette (Thin Frail 
Genetics) These guys are my friends and they play a kind 
of pop/hardcore along the lines of All or My Name. They 
have that California kind of sound, I guess. Whatever 
points they lose for originality they make up for with good 
songwriting, talented playing and sincerity. [$4 from Thin 
Frail Genetics. PO Box 78. Force, PA 15841] (FW) 

F-Kripz - Envy The Dead - Cassette (Molotov Records) 

Boy was this a pleasant surprise when I popped it into my 
cassette player! Rap that sounds sometimes like a cross 
between hip hop and industrial. Very political stuff that 
doesn't knock you over the head with a message. I think 
this might be DIY rap. Hey this is better than most of the 
big rap acts! [PO Box 141129, Minneapolis, MN 55414] 
(CM) 

Rehash - Thru The Eyes of Flies - Cassette 
Punk music from some local folks. "Nova Ember" is a real 
slow tempo, instrumental, moody piece. The other songs 
are straightforward competent punk. Thumbs up! [$4 from 
REHASH. PO Box 295. Madison, Wl 53701-0295] (CM) 

Sludgeplow - EveryTHING - Cassette 
These tunes really "sludge" along. Punk that def has a 
slow tempo. Is this influenced by a heavy metal genre I 
dont know about? [?$ from RR #1 Box 127, Blairstown, IA 
52209] (CM) 

Blow Out Kit / Donora 7" (City of Champions Records) 
DIY hardcore from central Pennsylvania. Both tracks are 
instrumental pieces from each band. Great hardcore 
though-well produced. Cant say much more because this 
because Blow Out Kit was Fred's group and its hard for 
me to be objective. I did get a chance to see Blow Out Kit 
play in Altoona last August before they broke up. Very 
loud, but definitely good stuff. I hope that Fred starts 
another band whenever he isn't too busy with his DIY label. 
[City of Champions Records. 303 West Market St., 
Clearfield, PA 16830] (CM) 

Pagan Invasion - Fuel For The Flame - Cassette (City of 
Champions Records) 

I was there when the Pagans started to record this tape. 


The end result is rather good. The title track is a forceful 
rap on supporting pro choice and women's rights. They 
also do a cover of Bob Marley's "Redemption Song." Do- 
It-Yourself rap from central Pennsylvania. [The Pagans. 
303 West Market St., Clearfield, PA 16830] (CM) 

The Storm Lillies - Untitled- Cassette 
This Chicago punk quartet pumps out some pleasant- 
sounding tunes. One of the band members is an anarchist 
who I have the pleasure of knowing. Only three tunes; 
when will we get more? To get a copy call (312) 342-7811 
(CM) 


CALENDAR 


December 6,1993 The Love & Rage 
speaking tour hits Madison. Black 
anarchist, Lorenzo Komboa Ervin, will 
speak at the Humanities Building on the 
UW-Madison campus at 7:00 PM. Check 
Today in The Union for room number. 
Contact Rainbow Bookstore or Chuck 
Munson for more details. 


Fugazi - In on The Kill Taker- CD (Dischord) 

I like this CD even though it's not as good as Repeater. 
Definitely worth the money, unlike some of the other high- 
priced shit out there. Fred and I tried to see Fugazi in 
Pittsburgh but it was sold out. Bummer. Wish they could 
come to Madison. (CM) 

Chuck’s Top Ten 

1. The Breeders - Last Splash - CD 

2. Fugazi - In On The Kill Taker - CD 

3. Blow Out Kit/Donora - Split 7" 

4. F-Kripz - Envy The Dead - Cassette 

5. House of Pain - Fine Malt Lyrics - CD 

6. Menace II Society - Movie 

7. El Mariachi - Movie 

8. Pagan Invasion - Fuel for the Flame - Cassette 

9. Dinosaur Jr. - Where You Been - CD 

10. Beavis & Butthead - The episode where they mow an 
anarchy symbol into the front lawn of their high school. 


F-KRIPZ 

CHECK US OUT!!! 



1994 

Look for a possible Northeastern U.S./ 
New England gathering to happen. 

The best ways to find out about upcoming 
anarchist events is to contact an organiza¬ 
tion or publication in the area or to ask the 
folks on aaa-web. 


Autonomous Zone Calendar 


Chicago 

Here's some stuff we've got coming up at the 
Autonomous Zone (1726 W.Division). If ya got any 
questions, call us at (312) 384-2991. 

Sat. Nov 20: Benefit featuring the SCISSOR GIRLS, 
ANTHROPOD VECTOR, WISEACRE, and hip-hop 
with the KNOMADZ. Also we'll be hosting a 
comedian by the name of Bill Bradley from the 
Greens. Should be fun! Starts 8ish, and we'll also 
be doing the vegetarian potluck and open-mike 
thing. 

Wed Nov. 24: A show with NAKED AGGRESSION, 
LOS CRUDOS, and ONE DAY AWAY. 7:30. A 
benefit for the A-Zone and a mural project in 
Pilsen. 


Fri. Dec. 3: A-Zone Benefit with tribal drumming 
by ALOMA, MEIKO, and also featuring multi¬ 
instrumentalist Winston Damen, as well as 
CONTRADICTION KID. 

Tus. Dec. 7: Lorenzo Ervin will be speaking on the 
new version of his booklet "Anarchism & the Black 
Revolution". This guy is really cool, and it should 
be a good discussion. 

Sat. Dec. 11: A-Zone benefit with bands to be 
announced. 


There's also lots of other stuff always going on at 
the Zone, including Women's Space on Sunday 
nights (7-Midnight), and we'll be starting a Free 
School in January, so stop by or give us a call! 



Cook thoroughly. 


0 ^. 


Keep hot foods hot Refrigerate leftovers 
immediately or discard. 
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A guide to anarchist projects, groups, individuals, and other materials 


Correction 


Anarchist Organizations 


In our last issue we told you about 
the Tool Collective in Boston. Rumor has 
it that it has disbanded. Sorry! 


Anarchist Hotlines 

Chicago, Illinois (312) 455-0707 
Twin Cities, Minnesota (612) 729-5498 


Archives 



The following are looking for anarchist or 
alternative publications: 

State Historical Society Library 

Newspapers/Periodicals Dept. 

816 State Street 

Madison, Wisconsin 53706 USA 


Anarchist Centers & Infoshops 

Autonomous Zone 
1726 W. Division 
Chicago, IL 60622 
(312) 276-1238 
thak@ midway.uchicago.edu 

Emma Center 

3451 Bloomington Ave. So. 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 
(612) 729-5498 

Infoshop Berkeley 

3124 Shattuck Ave. 

Berkeley, CA 94705 
(510) 848-6466 
resist@uclink.berkeley.edu 



Anarchist Archives Project 

Jerry Kaplan 
AA Project 
PO Box 1323 

Cambridge, Massachusetts 02238 USA 

Kate Sharpiey Library 

K.S.L. 

BM Hurricane 
London WC13XX 
U.K. 

Anarchist archive which also has pamphlets that are 
available. 


Informational Terror (Alternative Library) 
Community Government 
795 Livermore Street 
Yellow Springs, Ohio 45387 


email: IT@chaos.antioch.edu 



Mayday Books 

301 Cedar Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 
(612) 333-4719 

Perennial Books 

PO Box B14 
Montague, MA 01351 


Guides 


SAW LA ROSE 

GUIDE TO USEFUL PUBLICATIONS AMD ORGANIZATIONS 


Silid Aklatan 
PO Box 187 

North Hollywood, CA 91603 
(818)763-9028 

Anarchist lending library by mail. Send for catalog, 


ANTI-AUTHORITARIAN, NATIVE AMERICAN, LABOR, 
PRISONERS, ECOLOGY AND MORE VOLUME I, FALL 1993 



Sayou 2a Rose. 

P.O. BOX 5474 
TACOMA, WA 98415-0464 


Wooden Shoe Books 

112 South 20th St. 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 

Anarchist Groups 

Atlatl Collective 

PO Box 650116 
Austin, TX 78765 

Anti-Racist Action (Ottawa) 

Sara, Dore 

PO Box 4721, Station E 
Ottawa, ON K1S 5H9 Canada 

Bloomington Anarchist Union 

PO Box 3207 
Bloomington, IN 47402 


Madison Anarchist Federation 

PO Box 173 

Madison, Wl 53701-0173 

North Jersey Anarchist Federation: 

The Anarchist League, PO Box 571, Park Ridge, 

NJ 07656; Central Bergen Anarchist Coalition, 

472 Henley Ave., New Milford, NJ 07646; Central 
Jersey Anarchists, 57 Guiden St. Apt. 2, New 
Brunswick, NJ 08901; Madison Anarchists, PO 
Box 444, Madison, NJ 07940; New Jersey 
Anarchist Black Cross, North Jersey Anarchist 
Youth Federation, Paterson Anarchist Collective, 
PO Box 8532, Haledom, NJ 07508-8532; Newark 
Anarchist Group, PO Box 5144-lronbound Station, 
Newark, NJ 07105; Ringwood Anarchist 
Collective, 15 Catherine Ct., Ringwood, NJ 07456 

Some Chicago Anarchists 

Box 163,1340 West Irving Park Rd. 

Chicago, IL 60613 _ 


AFFINITY GROUP OF MODERATE 
ANARCHISTS (AGMA) is an address 
exchange network for self-described 
moderates. We favor less confrontational 
methods of achieving anarchist objec¬ 
tives, white not renouncing our right to 
self-defense. To be listed, write to: Ed 
Stamm, PO Box 1402, Lawrence, KS 
66044 USA 


United Anarchist Front 

PO Box 3941 
Fullerton, CA 92634 

The Web Collective 

PO Box 40890 

San Francisco, CA 94110 

Wind Chill Factor 

PO Box 81961 
Chicago, IL 60681 
(312) 455-0707 


Distributors 


Left Bank Distribution 

4142 Brooklyn Ave. NE 
Seattle, WA 98105 
(206) 632-5870 

Books, pamphlets, and magazines. Excellent 
catalog and selection. 

Blacklist Mailorder 

475 Valencia St. 

San Francisco, CA 941003-3416 
(415) 255-0388 
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Practical Anarchy 
Suggestions 

• Tired of Rush rooms? Anarchists can mix lunch 
and politics too! Set up a regularly scheduled 
breakfast, lunch, or dinner for the anarchists at your 
college, office, in your town, city, neighborhood or 
whereever. 

• Support your local food co-ops and farmers. 

• Just say no to corporations. Turn their dumb ads 
into subvertisements and post them around your 
town. 

• Take those customer surveys that you get from 
corporations or that you get when you buy a product 
and fill in misleading information so it fucks up their 
marketing schemes. 

• Tired of junk mail? Take those handy “business 
reply” envelopes that you get in the mail, stuff them 
full of anarchist propaganda, and send them back so 
that some office grunt will have something 
interesting to read when they are supposed to be 
doing something else. 

• Set up a Food Not Bombs group in your town 

• Bitch about all that welfare that corporations and 
the Pentagon gets. 

• Organize a Critical Mass group in your city. 

Critical Mass is a leaderless movement that started 
in San Francisco that focuses on reclaiming the 
streets for bicyclists. They get together weekly and 
ride their bikes through downtown streets. Recently, 
over 1000 people have turned out for these actions. 

• Protest U.S. intervention in Somalia 

• Stop censorship! Speak up and oppose those 
who would control what we can listen to, read, view, 
or watch. Censorship comes from many places. It 
doesn’t just come from religious evangelists or the 
“traditional values” crowd, but can also be found 
where African-American parents try to block Huck 
Finn, Catherine MacKinnon and friends try to outlaw 
pom, or even political liberals, radicals, and 
progressives who try to outlaw various forms of 
speech. 



Practical Anarchy #8 


Boycott & 
Boycott 

In this issue we feature our favorite trend: the 
arrival of a megabookstore in a town near you. 

Boycott: 

Madison 

Copp’s Grocery Store 

A new, non-unionized grocery store. Boycott called by 
local unions. 

International 

Corporate Bookstores 

Independent booksellers are feeling the foul 
breath of corporate chains like never before. While 
independent bookstores often serve niche markets 
well, they can't compete with the convenience of 
corporate chains that are offering more alternative 
selections. If the only bookshop in town is a corporate 
chain, can you count on it to offer controversial 
materials? The most notable victim of the spread of 
corporate chains is Guild Books in Chicago. It recendy 
closed its doors, citing the competition from chains as a 
contributing factor. 

Who are the culprits in this mess? One of the 
mega-chains that is agressively expanding is the 
Barnes&Noble chain. Another culprit is the K Mart 
corporation which owns Borders and Waldenbooks. 
Other one to avoid is the Crown chain. If your town 
has independent bookstores you should avoid the 
chains as much as possible. 

Why? If we are worried about the increasing 
control of the media by just a few corporations, we 
should be concerned about our bookstores being 
controlled by just a few corporations, which are more 
than likely the same ones who control the other media 
like publishers, TV stations, and radio stations. 
Corporate chains have consistently shown a reluctance 
to carry controversial or alternative materials. It's also 
important to support your local economy. Help the 
local bookstore owners out instead of helping to fill the 
wallets of some distant coporate CEOs. 

There have been some good articles on this issue 
in recent issues of Sojourners (a feminist paper) and 
the Nation. The Nation article looked at the whole 
issue from the perspective of alternative presses. 

Called by Practical Anarchy. 

Domino Sugar, First of America Bank, 

Magna Bank 

Called by the workers of AE. Staley, a com syrup 
producer, located in Decatur, Illinois. Listed in Boycott 
Action News magazine. 

Boy Scouts of America/United Way 

The B.S A discriminates against gays, and the United 
Way funds them $90 million annually. Called by Queer 
Nation/National Capital. 
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Proctor and Gamble 

Continues to do animal testing 

Cracker Barrel 

This restaurant chain has a history of discriminat¬ 
ing against gay and lesbian employees. 

For more extensive listings of current boycotts with 
extensive documentation, get a copy of: 

National Boycott News. Institute for Consumer 
Responsibility, 6506 28th Avenue NE, Seattle, WA 98115 
(samples $3 / subscriptions $10 / four issues) 


The Myth of Plastic Recycling 

GREENPEACE MEDIA ALERT FOX TELEVISION 
AFFIRMS THE MYTH OF PLASTIC RECYCLING SEE 
FRONT PAGE, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16,1993,9:00 
P.M., E.S.T. 

Recycling fever is sweeping the nation. But, as US 
communities dutifully sort and return their recyclable 
garbage, a trail of toxic recycling residues encircles the 
globe. The Fox Television Network reveals the myth of 
plastic recycling in the October 16,1993 edition of Front 
Page, to be aired 9:00 p.m., E.S.T. 

Greenpeace has been the leader in uncovering the 
plastic recycling scam. In ground-breaking research, 
Greenpeace has been tracking and documenting the fate of 
“recycled" plastics since 1992. Our activists have tracked 
plastics from American cities on their toxic journey to third 
world dumpsites. 

in just one month this year, the US sent over 23 
million pounds of plastic scrap to Asia. Once in Asia, the 
wastes are sorted and, to a limited extent, reprocessed. 

For example, in Indonesia, the owner of a recycling 
company estimates that up to 40 percent of the imported 
waste is directly landfilled at the local dump. The remaining 
wastes are processed in dangerous facilities which pose 
sever threats to the workers and the local environment. 

In unsafe conditions, and without any protective gear, 
women and children operate the machines which 
transforms our plastic garbage into more disposable 
consumer items. There are no fume collection systems, 
respirators, or even gloves which will protect the worker’s 
health in these overseas processing facilities. The local 
environment is impacted by the untreated waste waters 
which are disposed of into the sewer, if there is one, or 
allowed to percolate into the ground. 

Waste traders export plastic scrap to take advantage 
of cheap labor and minimal disposal costs. The plastics 
industry has duped consumers into believing that they are 
doing something good for the environment when they 
recycle plastic. Greenpeace knows that there is another 
story. We are pleased that the truth about plastic 
“recycling" will be shown to all America. 

Greenpeace urges citizens to: 

• Reduce their use of plastic, as it is a non-renewable 
resource, its use is often unnecessary, and plastic recycling 
is a scam. 

• Demand that their cities become Toxic Trade Free Zones, 
by working to pass resolutions to require that no collected 
wastes be recycled overseas. 

Greenpeace urges the Clinton Administration to: o 
Pass comprehensive legislation which bans the export of all 
wastes covered under the Basel Convention, including 
plastics. 

For more information, contact Nick Morgan, 202/319- 
2452, or Marcelo Furtado, 202/319-2454, of the 
Greenpeace Toxic Trade Campaign. 
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INTERNATIONAL NO SHOP DAY 

For the past two years, in the manic lead-up to that major 
consumerist event of the year, Christmas, the ANTI- 
CONSUMERISM CAMPAIGN has called a "National NO SHOP 
Day" on the 1st Saturday of December. This is an 
invitation to *you*, your local campaign group, or just a bunch 
of friends to get together and plan an event for the 3rd National 
No Shop Day to be held on Saturday 4th Dec 1993. This year it's 
become INTERnational NO SHOP Day!!! 

The aim of the day is to highlight the difference between 
what we need to live on and items we may want to buy but do 
not really need. As Gandhi said, "There is enough in the world 
for our need but not enough for our greed". This is increasingly 
obvious as levels of consumption escalate and population 
grows. There are only so many raw materials that the earth can 
yield; the oil supply is predicted to run out in less than 50 years. 
Large cash crop plantations are used to supply us with luxury 
goods whilst denying millions in the South any land to grow 
their food on. Unspoilt fertile land is turned into wasteland in a 
few years. Ever-rising levels of pollution are now exceeding 
those which the planet can sustain. Energy is in short supply, 
with the West using 50 times as much per person as the Third 
Worid. 

Consumerism does little to increase our happiness. TVs 
and cars are destroying communities. The excess amounts of 
food we eat is actually detrimental to our health. And then 
there's Christmas... when a million unwanted presents are 
thrown away and we eat until we can eat no more. 

On International NO SHOP Day, why not take to the 
streets and use the day to encourage others to think about the 
damaging effects of consumerism. With a group of people you 
could 

• do some amusing street theatre 

• leaflet shoppers 

• use the media 

or as an individual, you could 

• reduce your consumption and tell people why 

or think up an action of your own... You're only limited by your 
imagination! 

There are some resources available (various leaflets, 
texts, stickers and other materials) for use if you wish. Please 
send an SAE (and a donation for printing costs, if you can afford 
it) to the address below. 

Hard-copies and e-mail copies of this invite are being 
sent to greens, student groups, EF!, Third World First, green 
press, anti-consumerism groups, anarchist groups and others. 

Please pass It onto your friends, organize and ACT! 

For an action pack, please send a A4 SAE to ENOUGH! 
(Manchester Anti-Consumerism Group), 13 Paton St, 

Manchester Ml 2BA, UK A donation, if you so wish, of one 
pound {Sterling} should cover our costs. 

Alternatively, ring [UK] 061-881 7460, or email 
bane@vtx.ma.man.ac.uk _ 
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Critical Mass 



by Nigel French 


[This appeared in the July 1993 issue of Crash zine] 

San Francisco Style 

“WHAT’S THIS ALL about?" ask amused and 
bemused pedestrians on Market Street as hun¬ 
dreds of noisy, high-spirited bicyclists, some with 
bikes bedecked in flowers, ride past, whooping, 
yelling and ringing their bells. There are a wide 
variety of answers: “It’s about banning cars." "It s 
about having fun." “It’s about a more social way 
of life." “It’s about asserting our right to the road." 
‘It’s about solidarity." Critical Mass is many dif¬ 
ferent things to many different people. 

San Francisco Critical Mass has been in exis¬ 
tence since September 1992, and over that period 
has grown from around 60 riders to between 400 
and 500 at the last ride. Every last Friday of the 
month bicyclists gather at Justin Herman Plaza, 
downtown, to ride home from work together. A 
flyer describes the gathering as “an organized 
coincidence." and as the media have discovered. 
Critical Mass is hard to pin down. There is no fig¬ 
urehead and its aims are amorphous. 

Such an impressive growth rate has not been 
achieved without growing pains. With the number 
of people involved spontaneity has given way to 
greater organization. It is increasingly important 
that the riders stay together, and not straggle or 
allow themselves to be broken into ineffective 
pockets by impatient motorists breaking through 
their line. But the biggest issue has been that of 
style, particularly the attitude adopted towards 
motorists. 

A minority of “Massers" favor a confronta¬ 
tional stance towards motorists who they view as 
their moral inferiors. It s easy to understand the 
gut appeal of this approach. For cyclists, daily 
harassed by inconsiderate and impatient drivers, 
the idea of issuing a resounding “Fuck You" to the 
four wheelers has a powerful symbolism. But such 
tactics are counter productive and unsophisticat¬ 
ed. They deter more people than they attract, 
make us easy targets for media stereotyping, and 
alienate our largest source of potential converts - 
motorists. 

The response to this potentially divisive prob¬ 
lem has been particularly effective. After an ugly 
incident at the April ride when a bicyclist had her 
bike run over by an impatient and/or panicked 
(depending on whose account you believe) 
motorist, the tenor of the ride has been deliberate¬ 
ly non-confrontational. In fact it has gone out of 
its way to be polite. Stewards, or “corks," as they 
are called, block the intersections while the ride 
passes, holding up amusing and apologetic signs 
to the gridlocked drivers: “Honk if you love bicy¬ 
cles" and “Thanks for waiting." While some 
motorists just don't get it and never will, the 


majority appreciate the courtesy and are 
supportive. 

Far from selling out, this makes Critical Mass 
all the more subversive. For a mere two hours a 
month the world is turned upside down and we 
cyclists rule the road; but rather than seeking 
futile revenge against our oppressors, we invite 
them to our party. Full amnesty for motorists that 
join us, and for those that don’t, we understand 
your need to drive; the problem is systemic, not 
individual. 

Instead of being confronted with a bunch of 
self-righteous, guilt-tripping, holier-than-thou 
2 wheelers, what motorists and pedestrians alike 
see is a celebration, a party with an open invite to 
any and all that care to join in. It's mood is irrev¬ 
erent and infectious; people want to be a part of it. 
They smile, give clenched fist salutes, and two 
thumbs up. Many are envious; while they are 
trapped in their metal boxes, alone and isolated, 
or waiting for the bus that’s always late, we are 
out there together, getting from A to B and 
having a good time to boot. It’s the most 
persuasive argument there is. 

This is the beauty of Critical Mass. It preaches 
not with tired slogans or moribund ideology, but 
by the example of people having a good time, 
doing something as simple as riding home from 
work together. 

Perhaps the honeymoon is over. Critical Mass 
can no longer remain the “organized coincidence" 
it once was. As it gathers momentum it necessi¬ 
tates planning and direction. Though a movement 
without formal leadership, certain “movers and 
shakers" are becoming prominent. This is a neces¬ 
sary stage in its evolution; while its amorphous 
and organic nature was crucial to its conception, a 
keener sense of direction will ensure its continued 
growth. We have the public’s attention, now we 
have to figure out what it is we want to say. Such 
a transition will not be easy, but the way in which 
early problems have been resolved is encouraging. 


On Dec 5th, rush hour traffic in Oxford, England, was grid- 
locked when 40 bicyclists from Green Action and Cyclox 
began peddling en masse around a strategic roundabout 
in the dty, infamous for the number of accidents careless 
motorists have caused those on bikes. 

The cops took over half an hour to arrive after their 
patrol car and van were trapped in the jam. Unfortunately 
for them, the bicyclists were behaving entirely legally! 

The cops were forced to arrest one for riding without 
lights, and threatening the others, whom they couldn't 
catch as they cycled away. The arrestee was released 
without charge. -OxfordEarth First!. as reported in 

Wind Chill Factor *9. FOB 81961. Chicago. IL 60681 USA 


DESKTOP PUBLISHING, n. A huge advance in 
communications technology, desktop publishing has 
put within the reach of nearly everyone the ability to 
produce hideous-looking printed materials. Thanks to 
this computer-age marvel, aspiring graphic artists have 
attained the ability to demonstrate why they are 
“aspiring" almost instantaneously. 

- Chaz Bufe, The American Heretic's Dictionary 
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The terrifying breakdown of social cohesion 
in the American city, in spite of intense institution¬ 
alized police surveillance equipped with every 
sophisticated aid to public control, illustrates that 
social behaviour depends upon mutual responsi¬ 
bility rather than upon the policman. 

- Colin Ward, Anarchy in Action 
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Summer of Gatherings 

by Chuck 

The Summer of 1993 will probably go down as the Summer of 
Many Gatherings when the history of the 90s anarchist 
movement is written. Gatherings were held in San Diego, 
Vancouver, San Francisco, Philadelphia, Madison and Denver. 
The flavor of these events varied, but they all were promoted 
as anarchist events. Were they successful events? You’ll have 
to ask the participants to find out. Does a plethora of 
gatherings indicate that the movement is strong? 

The focus of this will be on the Madison Gathering which I 
attended. I’ve talked to and read accounts written by 
participants at the other gatherings. They had different themes 
and ranged from the formal to the informal. I’ll also talk about 
some of the problems involved in hosting a conference. 

The San Diego gathering was a meeting of activists who have 
been involved in the Love & Rage Network. Not all of the 
events revolved around the network, but the big news coming 
out of this gathering was the “end” of the old network and the 
birth of some new projects. I should also mention that a lot of 
acrimony between factions has also resulted. The breakup of 
the L&R network was expected by some outside observers. 
There have been two main tendencies in the L&R network, 
which have been evident since the network’s inception. The 
first tendenq' was manifested by those who were committed to 
building a decentralized and informal network across the 
continent. These folks have decided to discontinue their 
participation in the L&R Network, instead opting for a variety 
of projects. The other tendency could be described as the 
more centralized, program-oriented, action-oriented group. 
Some of these folks wanted to institute a membership system 
in the L&R network and the controversy stemming from that 
suggestion is somewhat responsible for the rift. 

During the last weekend in July several hundred anarchists 
from around the continent met in Philadelphia for the Mid- 
Atlantic Regional Anarchist Gathering. This was evidently the 
most organized of the summer’s gatherings. There were lots of 
workshops and lots of networking was done. A new 
decentralized computer network or “web” was launched and is 
now in use by several dozen activists around the globe (but 
mostly in North America). The Philly organizers apparently did 
an excellent job, even with the hassles from the city they had to 
put up with. 

During the first weekend of August, some local anarchists and I 
hosted the Great Lakes Regional Anarchist Gathering and 
Picnic. The main activities were held on Saturday and Sunday 
at the Wilmar Center, a neighborhood center on Madison’s east 
side. It sits in a neighbor renown for its progressive residents. 
The flavor of this gathering was more laid back than the Philly 
event. Workshops were held, but not lots of them. Workshop 
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topics included alternative housing, creating anarchist 
neighborhoods, wild foods foraging, phreaking and hacking, a 
Midwest anarchist network, the Web proposal that was 
discussed in Philly, prison support, freight-hopping, and 
several others. We held most of the activities outdoors as it 
was a beautiful weekend. 

One of the positive aspects of this Gathering were the group 
dinners that were cooked using the center’s kitchen. 
Everybody did a wonderful job of pitching in to find food, pay 
for it, cook it, and clean up the mess. (Although I was 
disappointed with some of the “anarchists’ who did little to 
help at all). On Saturday night, we all dropped by the local 
cooperative bakery to help them celebrate their open house. 

How many people attended? On Saturday, during the height 
of the afternoon when lunch was being served, I counted over 
a hundred attendees. I’d estimate total attendance for both 
days to be around 150. It would have been nice if more locals 
had shown up, but overall the people who attended 
represented a good cross-section of the contemporary 
anarchist scene. We had folks there from Wind Chill and some 
Chicago anarchists. There were the folks from the twin cities, 
Detroit, Columbia, Missouri; Philadelphia, Texas, and Indiana. 
We must thank the folks at Nottingham Co-op for housing 
most of these people and putting up with a few hassles from 
our crowd. 

The folks from Dreamtime Village and some other volunteers 


continued on page 15 
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We are the forces of chaos and anarchy 
Everything they say we are we are, 

And we are very proud of ourselves 

Jefferson Airplane, 1968 

Madison-True, not many present at the Great Lakes 
Regional Anarchist Gathering here remember the 
clarion call to revolution represented by the punks of 
the boomer generation (many were not even alive in 
1968), but the spirit remains. 

And it's very unlikely we'll ever see them making ads 
for insurance companies. 

The Madison-based newsletter Practical Anarchy 
brought about 100 people from all over the Midwest to 
a community center on the hip, radical East Side of the 
capital August 7-8 for a weekend of networking, theory 
and hanging out. 

In the wake of the punk revolution and the breaking 
of Cold War politics, anarchism is again on the rise, 
especially among disaffected youth. Many of "Genera¬ 
tion X" can also be considered pan of Generation @. 

These anarchists are still quick to remind the 
mainstream that anarchy isn’t chaos. Anarcho-pacifists 
like Gandhi and Tolstoy are as much pan of their 
heritage as the saboteurs of the Industrial Workers of 
the World and the Haymarket Martyrs executed in 
Chicago for allegedly blowing up cops at an eight-hour 
day rally May 1,1886. 

Peter Marshall, in his academic history of anarchism 
Demanding the Impossible, wrote "It would be 
misleading to offer a neat definition of anarchism, since 
by its very nature it is anti-dogmatic." But one thing 
anarchists do agree on is that governments suck. 

Whether it's the plutocracy of the United States or 
the bureaucrats who used to run Russia, it is govern¬ 
ment which stands forever in the way of people living in 

continued on page 15 
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SCENE REPORTS 

Send us your scene reports and we'll reprint them here. Tell 
us what the anarchists are doing in your town or what projects 
you've been working on. Also let us know about anarchistic 
activities going on in your locale. 


OHIO 


Yellow Springs 


Ohio infoshop 

A group of students at Antioch College has recently 
opened up an Alternative Library, a son of infoshop. We have a 
wide range of materials present including books, zines, videos, 
pamplets and recently an email terminal. Our materials 
represent a range of idealogical views, but we are trying to stick 
mainly to radical left, anarchist, movement, and countercultural 
stuff. I am trying to expand the anarchist material present, and 
am trying to get materials from all over the country, and the 
world. We would appreciate it if you all could give us a pro- 
bono subscription for the library, and maybe even a packet of 
the most recent issue for us to sell as a fundraiser on campus. I 
would also appreciate a list of @ groups working in the 
Midwest, Ohio in particular. There might be some AYF affiliates 
or something that we have not contacted. I would like to build 
a network of @ groups in Ohio in order to coordinate actions, 
and do things to increase our prescence and strength. You can 
send stuff to: Informational Terror (Alternative Library) 
Community Government 
795 Livermore Street 
Yellow Springs, Ohio 45387 

P.S. We also have an email address, but I don't have it on me, 
so you can just send an email reply to me personnally. 

From: MSCOTT@ANTiOCH.BITNET 


INDIANA 


Bloomington 

(yes we’re still as lame as you remember us) 

Joseph Average and some fellow thought-criminals from the 
history dept at the local U. are planning to do a Community 
Study of Bloomington. The point of it is to come up with some 
documentation about the town that could be used by activists 
or others in trying to identify needs of the community, 
resources, weaknesses or schisms in 
the power structure, etc. 

For example, the study will seek to establish things like 
what are the chief industries, who owns what, who constitutes 
the ruling class, how is income and property distributed. 
Actually there are many things that a community study could 
focus on, but this one is likely to be directed towards political 
economy. We all have our suppositions about how the town 
does its filthy business, but it would be more accessible if it 
were put in writing. They might even get some of the state's 
dirty money to help with the project 

Today I baked a pumpkin pie from Raggedy Anarchy's 
Guide to Vegan Baking and the Universe. I used a 12" cast-iron 
skillet instead of some pathetic 9" tinfoil thing. 

Raggedy Anarchy calls for tofu instead of eggs and cream, 
but I think I overdid iL It seems like I put more tofu in than 
pumpkin actually, so the flavor was a little weak but it was 
probably very nutritious and it was certainly _very_ filling, I 
was seriously considering throwing up for about 15 minutes 
after eating. 


Here's how I'm going to try it next time- 

Crust; 2 cups flour and 2/3 cup margarine. Cut the 
margarine into the flour with a knife until it's in pea-sized 
chunks. Moisten with water little by little and wad it up then 
roll it out and put it in the pan. Do this outdoors in the cold if 
you want the best result, then keep the pan in the fridge until 
you’re ready to bake. 

Filling; mix equal parts firm tofu and cooked pumpkin 
with about a cup of honey, for my 12" thing I used 28 oz of 
pumpkin, for the 9" use l6oz. Mix some ginger, cinnamon, and 
nutmeg in with all this, also a few spoonfuls of vegetable oil. 
The tofu is chunky as is so you'll have to mix the whole lot in a 
blender to get it smooth enough. 

Put the filling in the crust and bake at 400-F for 90 
minutes. Let it cool for a couple hours so it gets nice and firm. 
Joeseph tried to make vegan whipped cream for us but it didn't 
work. 


potential) because of the overall atmosphere of complete 
apathy about everything. But the 1st meeting is Sunday nite. 
HI get back to ya on that. 

We're workin on doing a benefit show/party and sellin 
food not bombs and anti-racist/sexist/anti-gay/police brutality/ 
unameit t-shirts, we have to get a new van and a new 
refrigerator (today's lesson: don’t use a hammer to defrost a 
freezer) for food not bombs. Half of the cash raised will go to 
this, and the other half to the Chattanooga 8 

Lorenzo Ervin (one of the Chat 8 & author of anarchism 
& the black revolution (1979 wasn't it?)) will be speaking in st 
louis on nov. 29 - no details yet - 

I went to a meeting a few weeks ago about starting a 
food coop/vegan restaurant and, altho there were a lot of folx 
interested, nothing seems to have come of it yet.... 

So that's what's goin on in this town lately... 

Seeya’all 

— sam [October 26,1993] 


oh yeah and don't forget to make a little @ out of yer extra 
dough and put it in the center of the pie. 

all for now, more follows. I’m especially interested in 
seeing how this community study thing works out. 

-Crafty 


MISSOURI 


St Louis 

Food Not Bombs has been around for about a year, and 
is still goin strong. We serve twice a week: a "free market" on 
Sundays and cooked vegfood on mondays. The free market 
(bring yer own bag & grab all ya want) goes down better 
around here, but we still cook food every monday and son of 
wander around downtown until its all gone (not so many 
people show up at the park where we serve. Lots of folx 
complain about not getting any meat - any ideas? We 
considered handing out info about vegetarianism and such a 
few months ago, but some people felt that this would make 
people think that they had to get "preached to" to get food 
(kinda like some of the church shelters/kitchens around here) 
The only other problem is the teenagers & kids that have huge 
food fights at the "free market" but it’s kinda fun when you join 
in. 

The first riot grriz meeting was last thursday. 4 womyn 
were there but it looks like that there will be several more 
people involved soon. Basidy, ideas were thrown around 
about various actions, like clinic defense, starting a womyns' 
health collective, ridding ourselves of sexist billboards/ 
advertisements, and support groups. The next meeting is next 
thursday (methinks) a new "radical" (they’re workin on it) 
womyns’ group has sprung out on one the wash u campus 
called sister hags, and we're talking to them about some things, 
too. 

Missouri: State of hate? (campus?) meeting has been 
called for tuesday by a liberal group, ad hoc washu - against 
discrimination and hatred on campus, to plan for protesting a 
proposed anti-civil rights amendment targeted at sexual 
orientation discrimination, there are gonna be speakers and 
stuff. Haven't derided whether I'll go or not yet, but I probably 
will. 

Some @ctivists have put together the ad-hoc coalition 
against u.s./u.n. intervention in Somalia and have been having 
meetings and rallys. The last rally was last friday - i wasn't in 
town and i haven’t heard the results yet. 

And we've written up a proposal for @ctivists in st louis 
to get together over a cup of coffee or somethin (basically). It 
looks like that @foix are few & far between around these 
parts, and it's hard to be active here (altho there's GREAT 


TEXAS 


Austin 

Well, I just back from the first Austin Critical Mass bike 
ride. We were prepared for disappointment since even though 
it was not raining at the time, it had rained all day. We did not 
expea many people to show. We were however happily proved 
wrong. Over a hundred people (I am guessing) came. We had 
considered altering the route and not taking Lamar Blvd (a very 
busy street) and taking Guadalupe (busy but less than Lamar) 
instead. The folks that showed up quickly vetoed that and so 
we set out toward Lamar. 

We ooched out blocking one lane at a time at red lights till 
we could cross. We hooted, hollered, made explosive noises, 
and had a generally good time, while riding about. At the 
planned halfway point, folks derided they weren’t ready to go 
home, so we kept going south across the Colorado river that 
divides Austin. At what ended up being roughly halfway, we had 
our first and second confrontation. Some person in a new red 
car tried to force his way thru, but was unsuccessful, since we 
blocked him. Another person in an old blue car threatened to 
get out his gun and shoot all of us. Fortunately he didn’t, but 
he did scream a lot. 

Just before we turned North again to head up Congress 
avenue toward the Kapital building the police finally showed 
up. At first it seemed to me that they were trying to get traffic 
out of out way by driving half a block in front, which is 
something they have done at demos before here. We derided 
we wanted to block traffic so we kept turning. Finally they got 
mad and started getting out of their cars and grabbing/throwing 
people off their bicycles. Somewhere in there they announced 
that anyone not riding in the right lane was subjea to arrest. 
Then they started arresting people regardless of where they 
were riding. One person was arrested while not riding, but 
asking why another person was being arrested. 

Only 7 (we think) were arrested. Charges range from 
disobeying a lawful order to resisting arrest and inciting a riot. 
Three with lesser charges we are getting out tonight (250 bail 
each). The others hopefully tomorrow. 

We weren’t really prepared for cop interference. We 
agreed afterwards that next time we will form affinity groups 
and be prepared to take care of our own better. We, at least I 
(native Austinite) just did not foresee their intensity. We know 


Joshua (SCUM etc.) 

Keep raw maat and poultry aaparata from othar foods. 
Wash working surfaces (Including cutting boards), 
utensils, and hands after touching raw meat or poultry. 
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Summer of Gatherings continued 

At the workshop on creating a Midwest network we decided 
NOT to create a new network, but to strengthen ties between 
existing projects, individuals, and new folks. 

What were my thoughts on the whole affair? Well you about 
how party hosts are usually not the ones having the most fun at 
a party, because they have to be responsible. I definitely felt 
that way, but was really glad to see the people who came. It 
was great to talk to friends in person who I normally write to 
each day on the Net. It was also wonderful to meet in person 
people who I’ve met on the Net AND those I know from other 
projects. 

I should share my misgivings about the event. I started 
planning for it in November of 1992. Gatherings are not like 
business conventions, but they still require some planning. I 
had attended two previous anarchist gatherings. In January it 
looked like we had about 6 to 10 people who were interested 
in making this happen. Then we didn’t have meetings for 
several months. In the Spring I started gearing up for the 
gathering. I arranged for some new meetings, which nobody 
attended. Bumping into other anarchist that I knew from 
around town seemed to work better than meetings. In May we 
had a benefit which was well attended and gave us enough 
money to put a deposit on the Wilmar Center. In June it 
became dear that we didn’t have a large enough core group to 
be able to put on a four day, well-organized gathering. We 
toyed with the idea of canceling the affair, but it became 
apparent from rumors that lots of people around the U.S. knew 
about it that we had to host some son of event. So we scaled 
the event back to one day and then I expanded it to two days. 

In reality, several people arrived in town days before the 
gathering officially began, so the event did “happen” for four 
days. In retrospect I would definitely do it differently. A 
gathering shouldn’t be announced until you are sure you have 
a decent-size core planning group to pull it off. Don’t forget to 
let your local alternative media oudets know about it. I’m 
generally hesitant to deal with the mainstream media, but one 
of the local dailies did a decent write-up of the gathering. 

Near the end of the gathering we collected donations. 
Fortunately these funds were enough to cover the charges the 
Center levied because of various violations and the theft of a 
large aluminum kettle, but, unfortunately, that money couldn’t 
be used on things like sending Practical Anarchy zine out to 
more people or other such projects. 

All in all, a pretty good gathering, but the next one I go to I 
want to be a visitor! _ 

Anarchy in the US continued 


harmony, they say. Leave people alone and they will find they 
need each other. 

Unlike earlier waves of the anarchist movement in the US, 
there is no national organization like the International Working 
Men's Association of the post-Civil War era or the anarcho- 
syndicalist IWW of the early 20th century where the bulk of 
anarchist organizing occurs. This makes regional gatherings an 
important place for those so inclined to network and discuss 
major issues and day-to-day politics. 

One attempt to create such a national center, under the 
auspices of the newspaper Love & Rage, failed this summer. 
Some supporters of the New York monthly opposed the move 
to formalize a structure, reported the Atlatl of Austin, Tex. 
Those dissidents may form the Revolutionary Anarchist 
Federation, the paper said. 

Unlike the firee-market anarchists of the Libertarian Party, 
these people naturally gravitate to the self-professed enemies 
of society. So it comes as no surprise that one of the better- 
attended workshops of the gathering was a discussion of 
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prisoner support work. 

The Anarchist Black Cross began in pre-revolutionary Russia 
defending anarchists imprisoned by the czar, and is perhaps 
the most active of anarchist organizations in the US today. 

Today, ABC spends more time defending Black Nationalists 
in US prisons than its ideological fellow-travelers. One prisoner 
support activist said she studied more about "New Affikan" 
theory than anarchist strategies. 

The workshop featured discussions of cases ranging from 
Philadelphian Mumia Abu-Jamal, an African American sitting on 
death row for an alleged cop-killing, to the Madison cause 
celebre Adrian Lomax. 

Abu-Jamal is a longtime activist associated with MOVE, the 
communalist/environmental group best known for having its 
headquarters bombed by Philadelphia police in the early 1980s. 

Lomax writes a column from the Racine Correctional 
Institution for the Madison Edge. He is spending a year in 
solitary for writing that if a certain guard wasn’t too careful, she 
might end up on the wrong end of a hostage situation. 

Rob McClure, a Madison activist, said anarchists work with 
prisoners in order to communicate to the outside world "a 
sense of what imprisonment is all about" Being able to jail 
people is one of the chief characteristics of a state, he noted, 
so putting the spotlight on the capriciousness of the justice 
system lets people know the nature of the state. 

In addition, "Government finds prison (support) work 



unusually threatening," McClure said. 

These anti-authoritarians were serious about politics, but 
spontaneously-organized games drew as many participants as 
the workshops. One that drew a crowd was called the Animal 
Game. The group assembles in a park and chooses an animal 
to be. Folks then shut their eyes and start making the sound of 
"their" beast, while trying to find others making the same 
noise. First group to form a herd wins. 

A popular variation had folks choosing among liberals, 
communists and anarchists. The anarchists all had their own 
slogans. 

As you might guess in a movement where freedom to do 
what you want is essential, things get done a little differently at 
anarchist gatherings. 

Not unlike science-fiction conventions, where just about 
anything can be discussed, this gathering had a very loose feel 
to it. Early arrivals (like anal-retentive journalists) found one 
sheet of "proposed workshops," another with "workshop 
ideas” and an empty sheet with times blocked out 

Slowly but surely, people who wanted to lead workshops 
filled in the blocks of time with titles. When the appointed 
hour arrived, Practical Anarchy editor Chuck Munson would 
announce where each group would meet ("Phreakers and 
hackers are meeting on the stairs, Prison Work on the benches 
by the tree, and Queers will meet inside."). 

Strategy, the art of figuring out what to do next, is often the 
^ock^onjadiid^olito 
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host, who went by the name Gifford (his nametag read 
"Barbara Bush"), took on this battle head-on by wondering 
why the movement was increasingly focused on alternative 
lifestyles rather than the class struggle. 

There has always been some tension between the cultural 
anarchists and the politicos. Consider the Sixties: While many 
anarchist-types joined the various social movements against 
the Vietnam War and for civil rights, others built the 
counterculture. "Woodstock Nation" represented the anarchist 
ideal within the belly of the beast, the culturalists said. 

Considering most in attendance at the gathering had, at the 
very least, hair colors not found in nature, Gifford's was a 
difficult question. 

"The class struggle is a pipedream," said one person active 
in building the New Party. "The class war is over! we lost." 

Rob, who said his standard of living had improved since he 
ran out of money and began shoplifting, argued that there 
were areas of the country, like Detroit, that capitalism had 
completely abandoned. The task for anarchists was to operate 
in those areas and create a new society. 

"The working class is so heterogeneous, you can't struggle 
for the One Big Union anymore," he said, referring to the IWW 
ideal. 

An older guy, wearing an IWW T-shirt, said that despite the 
decline of unionism and class-consciousness in general, "There 
is a commonality of interest between people being fucked over 
by capitalism." 

Munson, who works as a librarian at UW-Madison when he's 
not waving the black flag, was pleased with the gathering. "I 
think most people got what they came for," he said. 

Anarcho-Techies 

! 1993 Mike McCallister 

While some in the movement oppose technology and the 
"society of the spectacle," many anarchists are taking advantage 
of computer communication technologies to both network and 
communicate their vision. 

Chuck Munson, who distributes his quarterly newsletter, 
Practical Anarchy, online to the worldwide Internet, is one of 
the proselytizers. He led a workshop where techno¬ 
dweebs discussed the possibilities of organizing online. 

There are currently 10-15 million people in 100 countries 
with access to the Internet, mostly via university campuses, 
with a growth rate of 10 percent a month, according to 
Kathleen Kelly in the June Love & Rage, a national anarchist 
publication. 

"This widely dispersed, decentralized, difficult-to-control 
medium would be extremely hard for the government to shut 
down completely, without turning off every phone in the 
country," Kelly writes. 

In fact, many cite the Internet as an example of anarchy in 
action. While originally set up by the Defense Department as a 
way of maintaining communications after World War HI, in 
practice there is no one who controls the Internet, and people 
can discuss pretty much anything they want to, in most cases at 
no cost to them. 

Between local bulletin board systems and the Internet, 
activists of all sorts can, and do, communicate information and 
action requests literally at the speed of light. 

Anarchists have their own electronic mailing list on the 
Internet: anarchy-list, and a newsgroup, or bulletin board, 
alLsociety.anarchy. But activists at the Great Lakes Gathering 
complained that the group had been taken over by right-wing 
Libertarians and other anarcho-capitalists. 

The right-wingers moved over to the anarchy group after 
the Libertarian list was taken over by Rush Limbaugh fans, 
Munson said. 

"People should stay on their own lists," another participant 

_ continued on pag e 24 
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Intro to Economics 
by Chuck Munson 

I don’t know a thing about 
economics. I’ve never taken a 
university course in economics; the 
only course vaguely close was a 
consumer economics class I had to 
take in High School. We mosdy filled 
out tax forms and learned to balance a 
checkbook (which I did not have until 
a decade later). I’ve never read a page 
of Marx or Keynes. I have read 
criticisms of economic theory (mosdy 
anarchist criticisms) but all in all I’m 
no expert. But I do think it is 
important that I take this topic up in 
these pages. What do anarchists think 
about economics? What do they 
propose that we do? What’s wrong 
with capitalism? 

In this issue we take a closer look at 
anarchy and economics. We include 
several articles by a range of authors. 
Hopefully this will provide you with 
some fuel for thought that will inspire 
you to do further reading, or even act 
on some of these “dangerous” ideas. 

Not just an economic theory. 

Unlike socialism and communism, 
anarchy does not revolve around any 
particular economic theory. Some 
anarchists favor a syndicalist approach 
while others favor a decentralized 
socialism grounded in bioregions. 
Some favor an economy that is a 
mixture of small businesses and 
community-controlled factories and 
others favor a system where all 
aspects of the economy are controlled 
by a commune. Anarchist economics differs from the 
traditional left in that it is also critical of industrialism. Where 
traditional socialism and communism would favor the working 
people taking control of the factories, anarchists would instead 
ask questions about whether we should keep factories open at 
all. And if we did keep some open, they would only supply the 
basic need of the community in which they were located. 
Anarchists do agree on the need of the working people or the 
community taking control of industry. One can not be an 
ecologist and be uncritical of industrialism at the same time. 
Besides, who wants an arms factory run by the workers? 




Not just about the economy 

Don’t be mislead into thinking that economics is just 
about who makes money and who spends it. A community’s 
economy also involves the workplace, the legacy of patriarchy, 
the environment, labor organizations, and much more. We 
shouldn’t overlook the big question on work: are we for it or 
against it or somewhere in between? Should anarchists 
support wage slavery? If not, what do we want to replace it 
with? How important is sustainable agriculture to the creation 
of sustainable networks of communities? Are all rich people 
our enemies? Are there any potential allies in their midst? 

What is the right level of personal possessions in a community? 
What about property? How about inherited wealth? How do 
we stop the growth of corporations? How do we point out to 
people that governments do the bidding of the multinationals? 

So many questions. I don’t have the answers. Let’s talk 
about possible solutions. 


Anarchism and 
Capitalism 

by Andrew Flood 

Historically and currendy the anarchist movement has 
consisted overwhelmingly of socialists. To-day for instance there 
are anarchist organizations of over 10,000 members that are also 
trade unions in Sweden and Spain. There are many other organi¬ 
zations with memberships in the hundreds in most countries 
world-wide. All of these organizations are explicitly anarchist, 
revolutionary and anti-capitalist. 

When we come to looking at North America however we 
find a curious thing. Since the mass expulsion and criminalisation 
of anarchists in the period during and after the first world war 
there has been no major anarchist movements in Canada or the 
US. This has created a curious situation where pro- capitalist 
Utopians feel comfortable calling themselves anarchists. These 
people seem to be particularly dominant in the white, university 
educated middle class and as such have a voice far outweighing 
their support on electronic mailing lists. (Access to such facilities 
is dominated by this section of society although there are excep¬ 
tions to this). They also commonly call themselves libertarians 
which again is strange because in the rest of the world this word 
is most commonly followed by the word communist. 

Now I find the use of the term anarchist by these people to 
be insulting to all that anarchists have stood for and continue to 
fight for. It is the case that capitalism has killed, imprisoned or 
executed at least one million anarchists from the aftermath of the 
Paris commune of 1871 to the concentration camps of Hider, 
Mussolini and Franco. European examples because those are the 
ones I am most familiar with but lets not forget those anarchists 
who have died fighting capitalism in Japan, Korea, Argentina, 
Mexico and even the USA. The use of the term anarchist by these 
'libertarians’ spits in the face of all these people and in the face of 
the tens of thousands of anarchists fighting capitalism to<lay. 

Now the only way of stopping the misuse of this term is to 
build a real anarchist movement in north America so that the word 
anarchism becomes 

fused once more to the idea of revolutionary anti-state anti¬ 
capitalist ideas. They will stop using the label pretty fast then. In 
the meantime lets expose the contradictions between anarchism 
and capitalism. 

Anarchism as political movement grew out of the Interna¬ 
tional Workingmen’s Association or the 1st International. Imme¬ 
diately before this came into being a Frenchman called Proudhon 
played a pan in the conception of anarchism when he asked the 
question “What is Property” and answered it with the simple 
slogan “Property is Theft”. This in a nutshell is the revolutionary 
socialist theory of how the mechanism of capitalist exploitation 
works. It was of course late expanded and formalised by Marx in 
the Labour Theory of Value (he did actually credit Proudhon 
too!). 

The argument is simple. In order to live under capitalism 
it is necessary to work to earn money in order to life. However due 
to automation and the high price of machinery as well as the 
“ownership” of land by an elite few it is not possible to own the 
tools by which you work. Therefore most workers are forced to 
work for somebody who has ownership of factories etc. This is the 
property referred to in the slogan, ownership of the means of 
production. It does not refer to CD players, your underwear or 
other personnel property. 

That’s the property pan, where does the theft come in. The 
worker working in the factory produces $600 dollars worth of 
goods in a week of which $400 dollars when sold is straight profit 
for the owner of the machinery. The owner of the machinery then 
pays the worker $200 dollars, stealing $200 for themselves. In this 
model it is not necessary for the owner to have done any work 
(some do) all that is necessary is for him/her to own the machin¬ 
ery. This is the theft. This ownership constitutes the capital. How 
the owner came across this capital is also irrelevant in the model, 
it could have been through working in a fast food joint for 24 

continued on page 17 



For Hie Twenty Bist Century 

By Michael Mbtrt £ Hakntl 
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Looking forward: participatory economics for 
the twenty first century by Michael Albert & 

Robin Hahnel Boston: South End Press, 1991) 
Trade paperback. 153pp. $10.00 

Those of us who are critical of capitalism and traditional 
economics can certainly point out problems but what kind 
of alternative do we offer? What kind of concrete 
proposals or projects can we point to? Looking backward 
is not a book about anarchist economics but it is about 
participatory economics, a concept that most anarchists 
support. This is an excellent book that should be read by 
all anarchists interested in creating concrete alternatives 
to the current capitalist machine. Albert and Hahnel 
divide the book into chapters on allocation decision 
making, participatory workplaces, classless work, 
consumption decision-making, and several others. A 
serious look on how to move to a participatory economics 
with consumption decisions decided by communities with 
individual input. I especially like the section on the 
'participatory airport". 


"Eating a salad we do not assess the plight of migrant 
pickers. Driving a car, we do not calculate the increased 
probability of cancer for children playing on the sidewalks 
we pass. Even as we whimsically over consume what 
might help others survive, we ignore the human 
implications of our own gluttony. We know relatively little 
about others. We feel relatively little for others. We do 
relatively little for others. Whatever our inclinations, 
markets provide means for us to consider only our own 
welfare. Regardless of our wishes, our scramble for 
goods impedes solidarity." 


"...by allowing groups to first decide collective 
consumption, the system ensures that "public goods" will 
be "purchased" with proportionate input from everyone 
affected before private decisions are made." 


"Larry knows that if he requests a lot of goods that 
require work at below-average job complexes, he is 
implicitly changing the societal average work complex 
and his own labor requirements. Self interest and 
collective solidarity argue against such a request unless 
he thinks the benefits of consuming the good in question 
are worth the extra drudgery." 


Number of U.S. corporations that have at least one plant 
in Mexico: 100 

Average hourly factory wage in the U.S.: $10.97 
Average hourly factory wage in Mexico: $ 1.85 
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CORPORATION 

JAMMING 

This marks the start of a new Practical Anarchy cam¬ 
paign, the Corporation Jamming campaign. In a time 
when many anarchists would rather engage in pointless 
street confrontations with the cops, it is now time for the 
rest of us to take on the difficult task of dismantling these 
life-sucking vampires known as big business. These 
entities are making our lives miserable, they are ruining 
the planet, and they have no accountability. 

We need to be creative in our campaign. We 
should ridicule advertising with subvertisements and 
altered billboards. We need to support cooperative 
alternatives to the worldwide corporate economy. Our 
campaign needs to be leaderless. 

We need to work with organizations and individu- 
als'in our communites to spread the idea that industry 
has to be accountable to community interests and the 
health of the environment. All industry must put the 
welfare of its workers above profits. Let's eliminate the 
thirst for profits. If we have factories, let's make sure that 
they are worker-controlled. The most important part of 
this project is our commitment to creating sustainable, 
anarchistic alternatives AND SUPPORTING THEM! 


Anarchism and Capitalism continued 

hours a day, 7 days a week for 20 years. Or it could have been 
wealth passed down through a family ever since great granddad 
made it by kidnapping people from Africa and selling them in 
America. 

That is the model of capitalist exploitation. Of course in life 
we seldom see simple models, a host of other factors are involved 
from the capitalist actually doing some productive work to indi¬ 
vidual workers having a good idea and somehow saving enough 
money to become capitalists themselves. Such complications do 
not however contradict the model, the same basic exploitation 
still runs beneath the surface. Anarchism is about opposing all 
forms of exploitation and capitalism as illustrated is a mechanism 
of exploitation. 

In addition anarchists see most other forms of exploitation 
as originating and being reinforced by capitalism. Racism for 
instance was created and expanded by the early capitalists to 
justify slavery and the plundering of the rest of the world by 
Europe. It is maintained by capitalism to-day as a way of dividing 
the workers and justifying imperialism. Again a basic model, life is 
more complicated, but the basic model although not a complete 
explanation is at least a clear starting point. 

One of the favourite retorts of these right wing Utopians 
who call themselves ‘anarchist’ is that if you look up anarchism in 
a dictionary you will find a definition that essentially limits it to 
opposition to government. Very true, but political movements do 
not flow from dictionaries, they come from history. A brief 
discussion of anarchist history follows later but first lets look at 
why being anti-state means you have to be anti-capitalist in the 
first place. 

The state is essentially a creation of class society. In a 
society where one group of people owned more than another 
then you needed a state to maintain this situation. Under capital¬ 
ism the state was transformed from a small body to a huge one. 
The increase in size was necessary because of the increase in the 
organisation of the non-ruling classes. Capitalism created its own 
gravedigger in the form of the working class. Under capitalism 
huge number of people are placed in close proximity under 
similar if not identical wages and conditions. The possibility for 
them to act together is thus greatly magnified. At the end of the 
day the capitalists are outnumbered by well over 20 to 1. 

During the miners strike of 1984 in Britain the state spent 
tens of millions of pounds smashing what was one of the most 
militant and powerful unions. Over 10,000 police were perma¬ 
nently deployed against the miners for a year and rumours still 
persist of the military being used (in police uniforms). A series of 
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huge court cases were waged by the state against the NUM in 
order to seize their funds. The miners lost but without this state 
deployment they would have won their strike immediately. Simi¬ 
larly whenever workers occupy factories it is the state that moves 
in, evicts them and arrests the ringleaders. Without the state those 
of us working would take over our workplaces and evict the 
bosses within days if not hours. 

The state also plays a role in the conflicts between capital¬ 
ists. Within a country the state lays down rules about how far 
individual companies can go in order to make a profit. Can they 
employ children and if so for how long. The state protects the 
companies of one country against another through import tariffs 
or subsidising exports. In a general sense the state helps all 
companies by paying for the vital infrastructure if the form of road, 
education etc. Ultimately the state may seek to protea the 
companies by declaring war on another state. In short the state is 
that body by which the individual capitalists come together and 
form a larger block to work in their common interests. The most 
important common interest is the suppression of the working 
class. If the state did not exist the libertarians would have to invent 
it. 

To finish with a brief discussion of what defines anarchism. 
As I have already said the diaionary does not. Anarchism is above 
all defined by what anarchists have said and fought for. 

Right from the start anarchists have been socialists. The 1st 
International was an explicitly socialist body that included anar¬ 
chists, Marxists and others. At the same time in the USA anarchists 
were involved in the trade unions. Indeed when the Haymarket 
martyrs were executed in the 1880’s for fighting for the eight hour 
day this was one of the earliest defining features of anarchism in 
the USA. From the start anarchism was a working class revolution¬ 
ary movement. 

The biggest single anarchist event was the Spanish revolu¬ 
tion of 1936. The CNT which was an anarchist trade union had 
between 1 and 2 million members which included all sections of 
the working class in Spanish society. Despite their mistakes the 
Spanish workers put anarchism into practise as never before. 
Industry and agriculture were collectivised and ran along anar¬ 
chist lines throughout most of republican Spain. We are talking 
here of millions of workers, probably in the order of 5 million as 
many who were not members of the CNT joined in the construc¬ 
tive activity. If libertarians had existed in Spain we might have 
expeaed to find themselves either on the side of Franco or 
perhaps with the Spanish communist party which fought against 
colleaivisation and the return of the faaories and lands to its 
“owners”. 

One further point about Spain. Many libertarians claim 
socialism means forcing people to work for the state at the point 
of a gun. In Spain the workers did not work for the state but 
worked for themselves through the collectives. They eleaed 
delegates who made decisions about how the faaory/colleaive 
farm would be run, a process sometimes called workers self 
management. These delegates elected others to decide on re¬ 
gional and national planning of industry. Not every one was happy 
with being part of the collective, particularly some small farmers. 
Rather then being forced to join it was decided they could work 
their own land and trade with the collectives providing they 
employed no one and providing they worked all the land. Land 
that was unused was confiscated by the collective. Many of these 
people in faa joined the collectives within months. 

When the capitalists came back to power in Spain they 
destroyed not only the colleaives but all those who led the 
building of them. Perhaps half a million anarchists were killed by 
the Spanish capitalists, many more were imprisoned in either 
France or Spain. The libertarians have nothing in common with 
those people and their use of the term anarchist is an insult to 
their memory. 

How about BARTER? 

An interesting article on one community’s experince 
with an alternative economy can be found in the 
August/September of Mother Earth News. Some 
folks in Ithaca, New York, have created a local scrip 
based on time hours. Check it out! 
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The Two Big Lies of 
Capitalist Economics 

bybooghighbeiger 

[This originally appeared in The Gende Anarchist zine 
as part of a series called “NOTES TOWARD A STATE¬ 
MENT OF PRINCIPLES”] 

A social system cannot be enforced by police. It must 
be built on the acceptance of its basic assumptions by 
most of its members. If tomorrow we all decided to run 
naked in the streets they couldn’t stop us—there aren’t 
enough police. Laws can only be enforced when we 
police ourselves, when we have cops in our heads. 

Alexander Berkman said it like this: 

“Our social institutions are founded on certain 
ideas; so long as the latter are generally believed, the 
institutions built on them are safe...the weakening of 
the ideas which support the evil and oppressive 
conditions means the ultimate breakdown of 
government and capitalism.” 

Gustav Landauer said it like this: 

“The state is not something that can be destroyed 
by a revolution, but is a condition, a certain relationship 
between human beings, a mode of human behavior; we 
destroy it by contracting other relationships, by 
behaving differendy.” 

Capitalism works because most of us have 
swallowed these two big lies: 

1) Society is best organized when people look 
after their own self-interest at the expense of everyone 
else’s. In fact, this is human nature. 

2) A healthy economy can only be based on ever- 
expanding consumption and production. This can go 
on forever. Science will overcome all obstacles to the 
continuation of this process. 

Fortunately for those of us who are working on 
changing this society (but unfortunately for those of us 
who have to live in it), these are some of the nuttiest 
ideas imaginable. 

BIG LIE #1 

“Society is best organized when people look after 
their own self interest at the expense of everyone else’s. 
In fact this is human nature.” 

This idea arose with the breakdown of feudalism 
in Europe and the rise of the modem Western state. 
Thomas Hobbes was one of its earliest proponents in 
his Leviathan , where he argued for the necessity of a 
strong central state in order to prevent (or at least 
referee) the “war of all against all.” Since the 
publication of Charles Darwin’s The Origin of the 
Species the idea of “the survival of the fittest” has 
become a sort of secular religion. 

Adam Smith spoke of human beings’ natural 
“propensity to truck and barter.” Modem day 
beneficiaries of (so-called) free market capitalism have 
expanded on this notion and now ask us to believe that 
it is human nature for people to make themselves 
miserable in the process of piling up huge piles of cash, 
that those who do this best do so because they are 
superior people, and that furthermore it is perfecdy OK 
continued on page 25 
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money? 


[by boog highberger. This originally appeared in *The 
Gentle Anarchist* #15, Fall 1987] 

Thinking about money in this society is like being a 
fish wondering about the nature of water. We build our 
lives around money, we live money, we breathe money, we 
swim in it like fish in the sea. 

Millions of people spend (so to speak) 40 hours a 
week, 50 weeks a year doing nothing but playing with 
money—printing it, minting it, counting it, recounting it, 
taking it from here, sending it there, juggling it, smuggling 
it..sitting in offices in huge buildings making phone calls 
and shuffling bits of paper, adding & re-adding endless 
columns of numbers to make sure that they come out 
exactly the same...yeah, but.. 


“I don’t know what money is today, and I don’t think anybody 
at the Fed does either.” 

Richard Pratt, Chairman of the Board of the 
Federal Home Loan Bank, 1982 


Money is Inevitable 

Money is not an accident. Neither was it the 
“invention" of some particularly progressive culture or 
clever individual. Money in various forms has arisen 
independently, in different ages and on every continent, 
wherever the local economy has evolved beyond the level 
of subsistence. Wherever there is surplus, trade inevitably 
follows, and primitive barter economies progress almost 
inevitably to money economies, as certain articles of 
recognized usefulness slowly come to symbolize wealth 
and are accepted at a fixed value. In an area where cattle 
are the common form of wealth, money is bom when a cow 
comes to have the value of 1 cow , regardless of its size, 
weight, health, or other physical characteristics. From 
there the process of abstraction continues: cattle come [to] 
be represented by tokens bearing pictures of cattle, the 
tokens evolve into coins symbolizing value in general, and 
on down to our own day where value is symbolized by 
marks on paper and the magnetic configurations of silicon 
wafers. 
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And the inevitability of money is clear even in the 
present day. Wherever national governments have 
attempted to impose worthless currencies as the means of 
exchange, black markets dealing in “hard" currencies have 
arisen. This phenomenon perhaps reached the peak of 
absurdity in the 1970s in Communist Laos, where the 
official money of the country was the “kip", but the only 
money accepted by the Laotian government was the US 
dollar. 

The Soviet Union is the only country in the world 
where counterfeiting is a capital offense (so to 
speak). 

Money is Inequality 

John Locke thought that money arose before 
society, and that by its use people have consented to class 
society : 

“it is plain, that Men have agreed to disproportionate and 
unequal Possession of the Earth, they haying by a tacit and 
voluntary consent found out a way, how a man may fairly 
possess more land than he himself can use the product of, by 
receiving in exchange for the overplus, Gold and Silver, which 
may be hoarded up without injury to any one, these metalls 
not spoiling or decaying in the hands of the possessor. This 
partage of things, in an inequality of private possessions, men 
have made practicable out of the bounds of Societie, and 
without compact , only by putting a value on gold and silver 
and tacitly agreeing in the use of Money 
[emphasis added]." 

Georg Simmel, writing two hundred years later, was 
not nearly sc* naive about the nature of money and society. 
Simmel recognized that money is “entirely a social 
institution", and said that "When barter is replaced by 
money transactions, a third factor is introduced between 
the two parties: the community as a whole, which provides 
a real value corresponding to money." Those who become 
“rich” are those who manage to monopolize big chunks of 
the social wealth for their own ends. Far from being a tacit 
agreement, this is done despite the sometimes violent 
resistance of those whose share of the social wealth is 
being taken away. 

The division of labor in society depends on a money 
economy. And so does capitalism. It’s very hard to extract 
surplus value in a system based on barter exchange. The 
growth of the state has gone hand in hand with the growth 
of the money economy— the emerging nation-states 
imposed taxes payable only in money, replacing taxes 
payable in kind and driving more and more people into 


:?S|i alienated labor and the money economy. Like S. 

|3 Herbert Frankel says, “a trustworthy, disciplined 
jsf - monetary system is indispensable for the free 
unfolding of the extended division of labor on which 
It S the growth of world economies depends... A reliable 
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standard in which long-term debts can be 
expressed is indispensable for the growth of capital." 

So capitalists didn’t invent money... but 
perhaps we can say that money invented capitalism. 
For once money has been bom into the world it 
quickly begins to recreate the world in its own 
image. 
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Money Is Midas 

Like King Midas, money turns everything it 
touches to gold, or at least into commodities that 
can be exchanged for gold. Unique living beings 
become standardized things. 
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g - “Trade is the reduction and quantification of the world 

5 5 g 3 S to commodity equivalents, the leveller of quality, skill, 
4 $ S3 i ^ concrete labor to numerical units that can be 
f i?S measure d by time and money, clocks and gold.” 
Murray Bookchin 


And as money itself becomes more abstract 
and divorced from concrete reality, so do the society 
ZL and people that use it. As Simmel puts it, “The 
increasing replacement of metal money by paper 
!||?|| m °ney and the various forms of credit unavoidably 
• 5 react upon the character of money—in roughly the 
jgSf f £same way as in personal relations when somebody 
!-II-Iallows himself to be represented by others, so that 
!» i t S 2 finally he receives no greater esteem than is 

accorded his representatives...The idea that life is 
1 essentially based on intellect, and that intellect is 
\ accepted in practical life as the most valuable of our 
' mental energies, goes hand in hand with the growth 
of a money economy." 
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Money js What 
|I|I| Money Does 

Featured on the back of the Swiss 1000- 
SsSlS franc note, the Ugliest valued Iteai of 
tbtb currency in regular circulation in Uie world, 
||?|| it a figure el the Grin Reaper. 



Money Is 

the Secret Name of 
All Things 

In many ancient cultures, to know the name of 
something was to control it, to have power over it. 

In the Christian Bible, Adam is given authority over 
the animals of the world when God allows him to 
name them. In the underworld of the ancient 
Egyptians, the dead had to pass through a series of 
gates to reach the Kingdom of Osiris, the Land of 
the Blessed. The key to passing through each gate 
was to know the secret name of the gate and the 
secret name of the gatekeeper. Today everyone 
and everything has the same secret name: 
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MONEY. 


Money Is White Sugar 


“What we call the primitive is a mature system with deep 
capacities for stability and protection built into iL In fact it 
seems to be able to withstand everything except white sugar 
and the money economy trading relationship; and alcohol, 
kerosene, nails, and matches.” 

Gary Snyder 

Money is electricity: power stripped from its context and 
refined to its purest form. We have created elaborate 
networks for its circulation. We have devised ingenious 
instruments and mechanisms to let it do our work for us. It 
jumps through hoops at our command but it is no longer 
clear who is the master... 

Money Is A Pyramid 
Scheme 

It’s highly appropriate that there’s a picture of a 
pyramid on the back of the US dollar bill, because money 
is the original pyramid scheme. 

Here’s how it works: You go to work to help make 
something for the boss. At the end of the week you get a 
few pieces of paper that are a promise that somebody else 
will give you some stuff you want. So you worked all week 
for the promise of a promise. 

But where did the boss get the money to pay you? 
Well, either he sold the stuff that you had already made for 
him (and pocketed his share), or he “borrowed” it. And 
where did this “borrowed” money come from? From a 
bank. And where did the bank get it? From somebody like 
you, who had some money to save, who wanted to wait a 
while to cash in their promises. So the bank gives the 
money to the boss, who gives it back to you. And all this 
works just fine, most of the time. The only problem is when 
everyone wants to cash in their promises all at once and 
they find out there are more promises than stuff. Every 
pyramid scheme eventually crashes, and when a pyramid 
scheme crashes somebody always gets burned. Guess 
who? 

Money Is Shit 


Freudian psychoanalysts equate money and feces. 
Ernest Bomemann says that “according to ancient 
Babylonian doctrine, gold was referred to as the *feces of 
hell’, and Theodor Reik mentions that the Aztecs used to 
call gold the ‘feces of the gods’." Freudians also make a 
connection between money and guilt. Again according to 
Bomemann, “capital accumulation and indebtedness are 
as closely related as feces accumulation and feelings of 
guilt.” Unfortunately Bomemann uses this sound base of 
symbolic insight as a jumping off point for some painfully 
goofy flights of imagination, as when he speculates that 
“there is no reason to assume that a desire for the private 
ownership of the means of production would have to 
persist in a socialist society with appropriate weaning and 
toilet training." 

“Money is like muck, not good except it be spread." 

Francis Bacon 


The phrase “money doesn’t smelF was coined by the 
Roman Emperor Vespasian who had taxed the collection 
of urine because the ammonia it contained was used by 
the Romans to do their laundry. The Roman Emperor 
Tiberius feared that he was made of feces, and forbade 
Romans to enter public toilets with rings or gold coins 
showing his portrait. 



Money Is A Disease 

A1972 report in the Journal of the American Medical 
Association found 21 different disease-causing microor¬ 
ganisms living on samples of paper money. 42% of the 
bills tested carried one or more of the pathogens. 

In medieval Russia, there existed silver coins so 
small that it was impossible to take them by hand from a 
table. When transactions took place, the buyer emptied his 
purse on the table, the amount to be paid was separated 
out, and both parties then picked up their share of the 
coins with their tongues and spat them into their respective 
purses. 

Money Is Freedom, 

Money Is Slavery; 

Money Is Community, 
Money Is Alienation 

Yeah, and money is a paradox...What money gives 
on one level it takes away on another. Money frees us to 
realize our wildest desires—money is pure choice—but at 
the same time it binds us to a system of wage slavery in 
which we have to sell our time to survive. Money 
strengthens our connections to our fellow human by tying 
us into a system of production that makes us all mutually 
dependent... but at the same time it cheapens and 
destroys even the most intimate of our interpersonal 
relations by reducing them to the level of commodity 
exchanges. 

Locke celebrated the fact that “money... replaced the 
utter dependence on nature by a new dependence, a 
dependence on other individuals and on society.” Locke 
looked forward to the promise of such freedom with an 
optimism that seems naive from our jaded 20th century 
perspective. As Frankel explains it: Today we have more 
freedom but are unable to enjoy it properly; money makes 
it possible to buy ourselves not only out of bonds with 
others but even out of bonds with our possessions. We 
develop a rootless search for ever ngw things because 
money is our only nexus with them. Money’s abstract 
power to command anything ultimately seems to command 
nothing." 

And again with the paradoxes: while money as an 


institution may threaten our freedom and our sanity, in the 
short run certain forms of money work greatly in our favor. 
In particular, banknotes and metal money are a protection 
against the people who want to monitor our every motion. 
Consider this serious proposal from a lawyer who had a 
friend whose wallet had just been ripped off: 


MNHJ8N PAPffl MONEY MD HJMMATE MOST CRME 

Paper currency is the lifeblood of crime and corruption 
in the United States. Without paper money it would be virtually 
impossible for criminals and corrupt officials to profit from 
illegal activities. If all substantial transfers of money were 
recorded in bank transactions, nobody could conduct 
profitable illegal activities without creating highly visible 
permanent evidence of the illegal activities or of income tax 
evasion or both. With the chances of profit from illegal 
activities so slim, it is difficult to visualize large numbers of 
persons running the risks of imprisonment. Crime would be 
reduced dramatically to the point where today’s police forces 
could effectively control it. Fortunately, technology has 
advanced to the point that today there is a substitute for paper 
money: a ‘payment card’ system keyed to bank accounts. 

Each person wishing to spend money other than coins, 
which would remain in circulation, would be required to have a 
bank account. The bank or federal government would issue to 
each depositor a U.S. payment card similar to plastic credit 
cards. In addition to the necessary codings, each card would 
contain the photograph and fingerprint of the depositor... 

Every business establishment, including taxicabs, would be 
equipped with a terminal in which the payment card could be 
inserted...(and) make a visual display of the charge so that the 
customer could see the exact amount being deducted from his 
bank account... In the event the customer did not have the 
amount in his account the terminal would so indicate... 

0 Brave New World that has such people in it! 

Money Is Faith, 

Money is Power 

Non aes sed tides : not by iron but by faith. This 
inscription formerly found on Maltese coins sums up a very 
important truth about money: that the value of every kind 
of money, including metal money, rests on trust. Money 
cannot be enforced , and money is accepted only when 
people exchange it for a certain amount of real stuff at 
some point in the future. 

This is perhaps an important point to remember in 
times of impending economic crises. In the face of short 
term economic upheaval, conservatives are correct to 
insist on accepting only gold and silve as “real” money, 
since they are relatively rare and can’t be manufactured 
out of common materials by the government. But 
ultimately the value of gold and silver as money rests on 
faith and trust in the future, just like paper currency does. 
When the real crunch finally comes, it may be useful to 
remember that there are more calories in paper than in 
silver or gold. 

And here we come to yet another of the paradoxes 
of money: while money depends on trust at the personal 
level, that trust ultimately depends on the power of the 
issuing authority. Our currency is backed not by the gold in 
Fort Knox but by the guns in Fort Knox. The value of 
money, whether gold or paper, ultimately rests on faith, 
and the value of the US dollar rests on the faith that the US 
domination of the world economy is backed by the US 
Army, Air Force, and Marines. 


Practical Anarchy #8 


19 


November 1993 









For several hundred years economists have 
recognized that our money has value “to the extent of our 
faith in a viable tomorrow." Thus it seems surprising that 
no economist has drawn a connection between the dawn 
of the nuclear era and the chronic inflation that has 
characterized the post-war economies of the industrial 
nations. Perhaps this can also help explain the willingness 
of both liberals and conservatives in this country to rack up 
huge federal deficits—what’s so bad about stealing from 
tomorrow when there’s not going to be a tomorrow? 


MONEY 

Money, get away 

Get a good job with more pay and your O.K. 
Money it’s a gas 

Grab that cash with both hands and make a stash 
New car, caviar, four star daydream, 

Think I’ll buy me a footbal team 

Money get back 

I’m all right Jack keep your hands off my stack 
Money it’s a hit 

Don’t give me that do goody bullshit 
I’m in the hi-fidelity first class travelling set 
And I think I need aLear jet 

Money it’s a crime 

Share it fairly but don’t take a slice of my pie 

Money so they say 

Is the root of all evil today 

But if you ask for a rise it’s no surprise that they’re 

giving none away 


Money Is Information 

Money is information—the only problem is that if s 
not very mucft information. Money talks, but it doesn’t say 
much. In the wonderful world of capitalism, everything— 
and everyone— has a price, and that price is the only 
information that matters in the marketplace. For the 
marketplace to work, reality has to be simplified and 
standardized. As our everyday life becomes more and 
more characterized by exchnages, by buying and selling, 
many of the facts and observations about the objects in our 
lives become irrelevant and are no longer valued. 
Commodities have no history. There are no tenses in the 
lenguage of money—prices are always now. 

Interest rates, stock prices, and commodity index 
futures all provide information about the economy and 
provide clues as to how to most efficiently organize 
society’s resources. But as with prices, lots of information 
is lost in the translation of daily life into economic 
indicators. Countless facts about millions of people doing 
millions of different things get reduced to a few bits of data 
which are interpreted by economists like Chinese mystics 
prophesying from the pattern of I Ching sticks—all 
economics is voodoo economics. Through their 
interpretation of the magic signs, the best allocation of 
economic resources is determined—but best for who? 
Priests who prophesy against their masters usually don’t 
have much job security... 

This development is an inevitable consequence of 
the increasing abstraction of money. When money 
becomes intellectualized, intellectuals control money and 
the economy. And, as always, the intellectuals are 
controlled by the governments and corporations that sign 
their paychecks. 

And thus the productive forces of a society are 


organized to maintain the existing power relations of that 
society. Simmel again: “Money is thus one of the great 
cultural elements whose function it is to assemble great 
forces at a single point and so to overcome the passive 
and active opposition...by this concentration of energies. 
We should think of the machine in this context.” 
Welcome to the machine... 

Money Never Sleeps 


The speed of electricity approaches that of the speed of 
light, and today the speed of money is the speed of 
electricity. Every day billions of “dollars" race the sun 
around the globe. As one financial market closes, the 
dollars rush on to the next so that not a moment is wasted. 

“Knowledge - Zzzzzp! Money - Zzzzzp! - Power! 

That’s the cycle democracy is built on!” 

Tennessee Williams 

What Can I Do? 


Raoul Vaneigem says that “a truly new reality can 
only be based on the principle of the gift.” And many 
anarchists have argued the need for the abolition of 
money. But history has shown that money cannot be 
abolished before people’s need for money has been 
abolished. Until we have created a society of the gift that is 
no longer built on a system of commodity exchanges, 
money will be necessary or perhaps even desirable. So 
what we need are some practical short term strategies that 
will move us in the direction of the type of society we want 
to see, and at the same time we need to create new 
monetary institutions that will reduce some of the more 
destructive effects of money in the meantime. 

Burning money is always good theater, but until we 
have provided ourselves with a permanent non-money 
means of sustenance, doing very much of it will be 
counterproductive. Removing as much of our daily lives 
from the arena of commodity exchange seems important, 
since that’s how the new reality will be created— by 
individuals consciously removing themselves from the old, 
destructive system. So freely giving and receiving as much 
as possible seems like a step in the right direction. 

And while money is still with us, we need to place 
limits on the money we use. Instead of passively accepting 
ever expanding and accelerating forms of money like they 
were divinely commanded by some all-powerful god, we 
need to raise the awareness that money is essentially a 
social relationship and as such we have the right to 
collectively determine the nature of that relationship. 

Some anarchists in the past have argued for placing 
time limits on money, such as issuing money that expires 
and has no value after a certain date. What seems more 
practical is to create new forms of money that are spatially 
limited— regional, decentralized currencies only good in a 
specified area. This may seem impractical, too, but 
experiments like this have worked in the past, and one 
such project is in progress right now in the United States. 

Part of the benefit of regional or local currency 
comes from the fact that a banknote essentially represents 
an interest-free loan to the central government. In the Isle 
of Man in the early 1800’s, citizens there replaced all the 
English money on the island with their own local currency, 
invested the English money, and in a few years had 
earned enough interest to finance the construction of a 


new public hall. 

In the Berkshires area of Massachusetts, the 
SHARE (Self Help Association for a Regional Economy) 
program is currently making loans that encourage greater 
regional self-sufficiency in the production of basic 
necessities, and plans to soon issue a regional currency 
called “Berkshares”, with a value based on the value of 
cordwood. Berkshares are designed to meet the criteria for 
an appropriately scaled currency proposed by Robert 
Swann of the E.F. Schumacher Society. Swann says that 
the new local currencies should be: 1) consistent with 
customary practices (i.e. taking the form of cash and 
checks and being compatible with common accounting 
systems); 2) redeemable in some form of real everyday 
value; 3) based on local production but tied to a universal 
measure of value; and 4) controlled by the community, 
perhaps through a non-profit bank. If s too early to evaluate 
the success of the Berkshares program, but in its first 
stages it seems to be a short but firm step in the direction 
of local autonomy. 

Closing Benediction 
and Words of Inspira¬ 
tion 

Capitalists understand far better than the rest of us 
what money does, but with rare exceptions they seem to 
have little idea about what money i§. Ifs the same with 
computers—often the best programmers have little idea of 
how their machines are built. And Beethoven didn’t know 
how to make pianos. 

But here is where our opportunity lies. Only those 
who understand their tools can really control them (what 
happens to Beethoven when his piano is broken?), and 
only if we understand the tools that are used to control us 
can we fight back effectively. So, by coming to understand 
the reality behind the shell game & light show of the 
current world economic system, perhaps we can team to 
build the hardware for a new way of organizing our 
productive activities that will build community instead of 
destroying it and will empower us as individuals rather than 
enslaving us and reducing us to cogs in an incomprehen¬ 
sible and uncontrollable machine. 

boog 

“Go out and fight so life shouldn’t be printed on dollar bills.” 

Clifford Odets 

And So, For Further Read¬ 
ing 

Regional Currencies 

For a packet of information on the SHARE program, 
write to SHARE, PO Box 125, Great Barrington, MA 01230 
[editor note: this address has probably changed since this 
article was first published]. For a copy of the Robert Swann 
paper “Community Survival in the Age of Inflation" (which 
lays out the ideas behind the Bershares program) send a 
buck or two to the E.F. Schumacher Society, Box 76, RD 
3, Great Barrington, MA 01230. 

Some Books About Money 

The Brotherhood of Money, Murray Teigh Bloom, BNR 
Press, 1983 

The Psychoanalysis of Money, Ernest Bomemann, Urizen 
Books, 1976 
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Money and Liberty, S. Herbert Frankel, American 


Enterprise Institute, 1980 

The Phenomenon Money, Money and How It Gets That 


Way, Henry Miller 


And For The Intellectual Masochists Among Us 

The Philosophy of Money, Georg Simmel, Routledge & 
Kegan Paul, 1978 


MONEY WITHOUT GOVERNMENT 
AND BANKS 
by Michael E. Marotta 

mercury@weH.sf.ca.us 

We get so used to seeing dead politicians on 
government money that we have a hard time 
imagining anything else. The truth is that you have 
probably handled several forms of privately-issued 
money. Furthermore, private money has a long 
history which actually preceded coins from kings. 

Call them tokens, good-fors, wooden nickels, chits, 
scrip, they have carried trade and commerce time 
and again. And they are working now. 

INDIRECT TRADE 

Excavations of Ice Age tombs reveal amber, 
jade, and shells, other objects of no practical use, 
hundreds of miles from their places of origin. They 
could have only been carried as tokens to be used 
in indirect trade. Indirect trade is an abstraction from 
barter. 

The stone ages ended about 8000 BC when 
copper was discovered. From about 3500 BC other 
metals (including silver and gold) were also found 
and worked. Cuniform records from Mesopotamia at 
about 2400 BC tell of silver being weighed out in 
payment. This was indirect trade in a material that, 
like amber and cowerie shells, had no immmediate 
use. Silver and gold are pretty, but not suited for 
agricultural or hunting tools. By 700 BC, merchants 
were die-punching nuggets of electrum to mark 
them so they wouldn’t have to be reweighed. It 
wasn’t long before monarchies and democracies 
minted coins. The “stater” coins of ancient Athens 
were widely known and accepted for their unvarying 
fineness and weight. The goddess and her owl also 
carried a universal message of good will. But what if 
the Athenians had placed bad luck symbols on the 
coins? Would you accept a coin that showed a knife 
sticking an eye? America’s seated goddess and 
Britain’s standing goddess were accepted in the 
19th century Orient because they were univeral 
symbols. These were refinements on an archaic 
tradition of indirect trade. 

In the mid to late 1300s life in England had 
improved to the point where luxury items were over¬ 
priced in terms of the smallest silver coins. So, 
bronze tokens (“counters”) from Europe filled a need 
for small change. Foreign coins were joined by 
private issues. By the 1600s, the privately issued 
copper tokens completely dominated common trade. 
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It is not surprising, then, that the first coins minted in 
America were also tokens. For nearly 200 years, 
small purchases were carried out in a wild array of 
private and foreign coinages. Federal government 
money wasn’t established in household shopping 
until the 1840s. 

From about 1834 to about 1844, a series of 
economic changes brought “hard times” and Hard 
Times Tokens. These privately- minted coins stand 
out as being pointedly political, for or against 
Jackson, Van Buren or Daniel Webster. There were 
even abolitionist tokens. These all circulated in daily 
trade. The California gold rush saw a re-play of the 
ancient invention of money. Gold dust and raw 
nuggets gave way to small, privately- issued gold 
coins. During the Civil War, with cheap paper money 
flooding the economy and copper disappearing into 
cannons, the people again resorted to tokens. Cent- 
sized coins displayed patriotic or anti-war themes or 
the name and address of a merchant. Congress 
outlawed tokens in 1864, but it had no more affect 
than the royal proclamation of 1672. In the 20th 
century coal mines, schools, pool halls and bars 
have all issued their own scrip and tokens. The 
video game token is part of this tradition. In fact, if 
you look back at history, you will see a curious 
pattern. We can assume that government money is 
the norm and that tokens are an interesting 
exception. However, there hasn’t been a time when 
there weren’t a variety of moneys carrying the needs 
of daily commerce by providing a medium for 
indirect trade. 

THENEWHARDTIMES 

It is not uncommon for stores today to pass out 
“good-fors,” aluminum or wooden coins good for 
some amount of money toward a purchase. I have 
“wooden nickels” good for 25 cents towards popcorn 
at a theater and 25 cents towards ice cream. Both 
stores have been in business for years and are open 
today. I hold a token which is backed by $5 toward 
tires at a Goodyear store in Los Angeles. 

In the 1990s, the new merchant’s store token 
is the payphone card. Extremely common in Europe 
and Asia, they are only now making headway in the 
US. Basically, you buy payphone service in advance 
in the form of a debit card. Some cards are totally 
electronic, with a magnetic stripe like a charge card. 
Most phonecards are electro-mechanical, being 
punched by machinery in the payphone. American 
cards will most likely be of the first variety, all 
electronic. Phone cards carry colorful pictures of 
tourist attractions, local festivals, monuments or 
sports. They also carry advertising for other 
companies. 

Debit cards drive the copiers at Kinko’s, a 
national chain of printshops common to college 
towns and business parks. Unlike phone cards 
which are disposable, Kinko’s cards can be re¬ 
incremented by inserting the card and your cash into 
a machine at the store. 

The Aug/Sept 1993 issue of Mother Earth 
News featured a cover story on “time dollars.” The 
town of Ithaca, New York, has developed its own 
local currency. People there trade services in units 
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of an hour. The idea of denominating money in labor 
had been suggested by anarchists and syndicalists 
in previous decades. Community money is also an 
idea from recent history. Following the Panic of 
1929, many small towns created their own local 
scrip. Today, during centennials or other celebra¬ 
tions, towns sell, and merchants redeem, tokens 
that are good for 50 cents or a dollar. 

An interesting twist on “time dollars” comes 
from the policies of the conservative economic 
journal, The Freeman. Authors are paid 10 cents a 
word, plus a subscription. Authors can assign that 
subscription to anyone, thus commoditizing it. 

Banking, in the form of money-changing and 
money-lending, must begin with the earliest days of 
multiple coinages. Today, we are expected to accept 
that banks are “regulated” by the government from 
which they get the notes they lend. In fact, there are 
many avenues of unofficial banking. The most 
obvious of these are the money-changers of our 
day: coin stores. Coin stores buy and sell gold and 
silver bullion. It is true that “hard money” is over-sold 
as an investment by economic conservatives. Since 
1987, the price of silver has fallen from $5.50 to 
$3.50 an ounce and is back near $5 again. There 
are many reasons for this and obviously, large 
speculations are not for the average person. 
However, the fact is that measured in terms of gold 
(and less directly in silver) the price of most things 
today is about what they were 100 or 150 years ago. 
A three-piece woolen suit (should you want one) still 
costs about an ounce of gold — $20 then, $400 
now. In 1960, a paper-back book of 1000 pages cost 
95 cents. Today, the same book sells for $6.95. 
Meanwhile gold went from $35 to $350 an ounce 
and silver from under $1 to under $5. 

VALUE ME AS YOU CHOOSE 

In the 1730s John Higley of Granby, Connecti¬ 
cut mined copper and issued his own coins. Soon, 
his output flooded the area. No longer worth three 
shillings of sterling silver, his 3rd thru 6th series 
said: “I am good copper, value me as you choose.” 
My favorite coin store has as its motto “Aurum non 
olet.” Gold doesn’t smell. In other words, cash leave 
no traces. At least, it didn’t use to. Now, US paper 
money and other world currencies have little 
magnetic strips built into them. (Just hold a $10 or 
$20 up to the light and you’ll see the little bar at the 
left.) On the other hand, you can put a lot of cash 
into a Kinko’s card. Actually, since the company 
won’t guarantee defective cards, it is better to have 
several with various smaller amounts encoded on 
them. (Kinko’s is open 24 hours a day and you can 
easily validate the card.) The same would be true for 
magnetic phone cards or other debit card. 

In the near future, you may be given a good-for 
from an ice cream shop or a time dollar from an auto 
mechanic. You might be offered an ounce of gold in 
return for a used computer. Bus or train or parking 
lot tokens are other common alternates that tend not 
to circulate in change, though they could. Before you 
turn down a token, ask yourself how much control 
you want the banks and their governments to have 
over your money. 
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HOW THEY SEE IT 

What anarchists are thinking about anarchy these days 


Anarchy In the Here and Now! 

by Joe Heathcott 

There is an old saying that if you put 3 anarchists in 
a room together you will have 4 definitions of anarchy! In fact, 
every anarchist has her own way of explaining what anarchy is all 
about. At the same time, anarchists share some very basic assump¬ 
tions about the ways in which the world works and what kind of 
life would be better. This pamphlet presents one person's view— 
my own— of anarchy, one that shares certain ideas with all other 
anarchists and also highlights a variety of personal opinions about 
the nature of society and the process of social change. Of course, 
you need not take my word for it, and you need not adopt my view 
as your own. One of the most important messages of anarchy is 
Think For Yourselfi" Read! Talk! Find out about anarchist history 
and see what anarchists are saying and doing today. I have 
included a list of resources at the end of this essay which covers 
a variety of publications: books, magazines, journals, pamphlets, 
and so on. Each presents a particular view or take on anarchy and 
social transformation; some I agree with, some I do not. It is up to 
you to determine their differences and similarities, to find out 
what unites anarchists and what differences we have in our ideas, 
goals, and strategies. 

Wbat is anarchy and why should I care? 

Governments and corporations are out of control, and we 
no longer feel connected enough to one another to oppose them. 
Many people do not even want to oppose these powerful elites, 
as they benefit in certain ways from supporting their programs. 
But the vast majority of us do not benefit, or the costs drastically 
outweigh any rewards We find ourselves isolated, alienated, 
disconnected. We have problems with the system, but we can not 
articulate them, nor can we even begin by ourselves to fathom 
what "the system" entails. It is so vast. We know it has failed 
miserably in its promise of "happiness" and "domestic tranquil¬ 
ity", that it just doesn't work, but we aren’t sure what we should 
replace it with. 

Many if not most of us hate work and school. We yearn for 
something different but we don’t know what. We harbor vague 
notions of finding a job that doesn't drain us or that we might even 
like, or of "just plugging away" through school for that diploma or 
degree. Many of us wish we had more to eat, and we have to rely 
on the government to feed us, but we feel like shit because of it. 
Still more people hardly eat at all. They die of starvation and 
malnutrition, slowly, subtly, but definitely. This is not from lack of 
food in the world: we watch on the television as they bum tons 
and tons of grain to keep market prices up. We see a culture so rich 
in food and resources that it can afford to waste vast amounts 
every day. Food goes into the landfill instead of our bellies, and 
grain is grown to feed cattle rather than humans. Millions of 
people don't have a roof over their head, even though we know 
that there are enough buildings to house everyone. We know. 
And we all know that a small group of people control the vast 
majority of wealth and resources in our society, to the detriment 
of us all. Deep down, we have some idea that this system creates 
our hunger and our malnutrition, our homelessness and poverty, 
our anxiety and despair, our isolation from one another. 

We are aware in our daily life that we spectate more than we 
participate. We spend hours and hours watching television when 
our grandparents would have spent the time talking with neigh¬ 
bors on the stoop or raising a bam down the road. Of course, just 
because we watch television doesn’t mean we don’t think, but it 
does isolate us from one another and prevents us from making 
meaningful associations and actively participating in public life. 
And where people once came together for speeches and picnics 
and rallies so that they could discuss the political affairs of their 
communities, we are now subjected to the glaring spectacle of 


electronic elections where the choice between Democrat and 
Republican grows more and more meaningless. In fra, daily we 
become more and more aware of the real lack of choices in our 
lives. 

Of course we do make choices, but from what range of 
options, and what kind of choices are we allowed to make? Our 
employers might poll us on our opinion about a new sculpture in 
the company plaza or about how to make production more 
efficient, but they will not ask us how we feel our jobs and work 
life can be improved, or if we feel we make enough money to live 
on. That is not their concern. Bosses want obedient workers, not 
active participants. The same is true of officials in government, 
who are so contemptuous and distrusting of the people that they 



present only the barest illusion of choice in the conduct of state 
affairs. Congress squanders resources while raising its pay, presi¬ 
dents and advisors conduct secret wars and arms deals with our 
tax dollars, and policy makers work hand-in-hand with public 
relations specialists to control the terms of debate and to limit 
public input in decisions. Mainstream corporate media, inter¬ 
ested purely in profit, actively self-censors news and information 
to conform to a narrow range of options. A commentator might 
say "homelessness is bad" but would NEVER say "the system itself 
is bad because it puts property and profit before human needs." 
Thus, our range of options is severely limited by elites in govern¬ 
ment, big business, and corporate media because they are fright¬ 
ful of the prospect of real public input. Instead of participating, we 
spectate while the "experts" make choices for us. In fact, we are 
never asked to participate in any meaningful way in the decisions 
that truly shape and affect our lives. 

Thus, if you take as a starting premise that true democracy 
is a condition in which people in a community gather together to 
participate in the decision-making process, then one way to view 
anarchy is as the logical conclusion of democratic life. It is to say 
that you and I, working together, can shape the affairs of our 
communities far more effectively than can remote politicians and 
bureaucrats, and that their authority— backed by force and 
coercion—is an arbitrary authority unworthy of our support. 
Instead, in a true democracy, we would replace authority with 
merit, coercion with cooperation, and force with voluntary par¬ 
ticipation. 

From this we can conclude that democracy as it is practiced 
today is not true democracy, but is rather a great big joke. It is a 
system where a small number of people wield the power to shape 


public life and opinion, to make laws and extract obedience from 
the majority of the population either by direct force or by more 
subde means such as propaganda and misinformation. We do not 
participate in this system in any meaningful way: once in awhile 
we are "allowed" to "vote" in the shams called elections, and we 
vote for people who tell us that they represent our best interests. 
In the end, though, nobody can truly represent our interests on 
such a grand scale, and we do not have the power to enter the 
political sphere so as to have a say in how our taxes are spent or 
how ourgovemment behaves. Most of us would like to see our tax 
dollars—if they are to be collected at all—going toward social 
spending rather than military spending, but our leaders tell us 
that we “need” to build weapons of destruction. They tell us that 
it is more important to spend money on tracking down, prosecut¬ 
ing, and incarcerating nonviolent drug users than it is to educate 
our children or feed hungry people. When we do attempt to enter 
the political arena in a meaningful way, such as in large-scale 
protests over the Vietnam War and the Persian Gulf Slaughter, or 
in citizen-based initiatives to freeze the nuclear buildup or to curb 
the deadly policies toward Latin America, our leaders ignore us or 
attack us. This proves that we are not meant to actively participate 
in political life, and that we are supposed to be obedient and 
acquiescent and let the "experts" handle all the decisions. 

The same is true in the workplace, where we are even more 
brutalized and alienated. The difference there is that bosses never 
even had a pretense of democracy and participation. You shut up 
and do what you are told or you are fired! Period! Bosses exploit 
our labor and return small crumbs to us. Corporations destroy the 
environment to produce commodities for our consumption, and 
advertisers make us think we need all the crap that they produce. 
In the end, they make off stinking rich and we work our lives into 
an early grave for shit. The poorer we are the less chance we have 
in getting our fair share of the wealth that we deserve, and the less 
power we have to oppose bosses and the ways in which they use 
us as factory fodder. The poorer we are the less chance we have 
in opposing corporations and their constant dumping of toxic 
wastes in our communities. They have the economic power to do 
as they please, with few constraints by the government. Together, 
the government and big business form a powerful organization 
that clearly acts contrary to the interests of the vast majority of 
people. We work in their offices and factories and then, when they 
find an enemy overseas, we die in their wars, or we watch as they 
send our sons and daughters, brothers and sisters and lovers to 
die. For what thanks?— A pitiful wage and a cheap concrete 
memorial on the courthouse lawn. THANKS BUT NO THANKS! 

As an anarchist, I oppose the power of all bosses, whether 
they rule in the state or in the workplace. In fact, as an anarchist 
I oppose ALL forms of coercion, oppression, domination, and 
hierarchy. This includes not just one individual dominating an¬ 
other, but also SYSTEMS of oppression such as capitalism, racism, 
sexism, and homophobia. At root, I practice the principle that an 
individual should have the freedom to do what she wants so long 
as it does not harm another individual, and that one should never 
be brutalized for one’s skin color or sexuality or gender or way of 
dressing and eating and living. Anarchy is about creating an 
environment wherein the individual can develop her creative 
potential and exercise her liberty to the greatest extent possible 
in the absence of coercion, laws, regulations, and arbitrary author¬ 
ity. Does this mean, then, that I am opposed to all forms of 
organization and order? 

Of course not. Anarchy does not mean "without order" or 
"without organization." It is not chaos. To my mind, what we have 
today is chaos, with governments brutalizing and terrorizing 
populations, making war on us, regulating us, constraining us, 
strafing villages and cities with bombs, napalm, agent orange, 
poison gas the world round—All governments have at one time 
or another been guilty of such atrocities. Some, of course, are 
worse than others in the amount of suffering and destruction they 
cause. Formerly "Communist" Soviet Union and presendy "Capi¬ 
talist" United States are both guilty of a long list of dirty deeds, 
including invasions, covert actions and intervention in other 
countries, brutalization of domestic populations both at home 
and abroad. But they are not without rivals: the governments of 
Indonesia, China, Iraq, United Kingdom, Spain, Iran, Turkey, El 
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Salvador, Romania, Guatemala, Germany, and countless others 
have been guilty at one time or another of great crimes against 
humanity. This to me is not order: it is chaos. 

Chaos is the Wodd Bank and the International Monetary 
Fund using economic coercion and the threat of violence to force 
people in so-called "developing" nations to give up subsistence 
farming and vast tracts of land to Multinational Corporations who 
then engage in export agribusiness, using the formedy self- 
sufficient peoples as wage-slaves in their fields. These economic 
agencies-like the governments and corporations who lend them 
authority and, when necessary, military force—need obey no 
moral codes. They are bound by no standards of ethics and 
sensibility, save their own, and they call what they do the protec¬ 
tion of “interests” and the maintenance of “order.” Of course, it is 
obvious that it is not our interests they are protecting, but those 
of rich bosses and corporations. To me, their “order” is deadly. It 
is not the kind of world in which I want to live! 

Anarchy opposes this "order" not with chaos, but with a 
DIFFERENT KIND OF ORDER! It is a better order, a way of setting 
up a society in the most reasonable and non-coerdve way pos¬ 
sible. The challenge for me as an anarchist is to find the best KIND 
of social organization, one in which the individual can grow and 
develop to her greatest potential, uninhibited by lack of food or 
shelter or a fair share of the resources required to live. To me, 
anarchy is the attempt to create this kind of society, one without 
leaders and without coercive authority, without wars and without 
deprivation. 

How Anarchy? 

How do we go about building this kind of world? Some 
people feel that it must be done by gaining control of the state 
machinery, either through the so-called "democratic" process— 
as with Labor and Socialist and Libertarian parties—or by Revolu¬ 
tion. Many Revolutionaries—such as Communists and Marxists— 
foresee a period where a small "vanguard" of radical intellectuals 
would aa "in behalf of' the "working class" in order to seize 
control of the distribution and allocation of resources. Commu¬ 
nists believe that in order to create a just society, “representa¬ 
tives” of the working class must act in their interests by seizing 
state power and instituting a dictatorship. 

As an anarchist, I feel that these methods are flawed and 
doomed. Acting within the system through lobbying and voting 
and politicking CAN be a good tactic for increasing the respon¬ 
siveness of institutions to the needs of greater numbers of people, 
but in the end nothing really changes. It is the system itself which 
is so flawed as to make any small gains within seem incremental 
at best Acting through "Revolution" in the classical sense of the 
word is even more useless to my thinking, as you just replace one 
set of bosses with the other. These new bosses claim to represent 
the interests of the "working class" but, as we have seen in the 
Soviet Union, large-scale Revolutions degenerate into static bu¬ 
reaucracies at best, and totalitarian dungeons at worst. The main 
problem with this brand of Revolution is that it tries to force 
changes from the top down onto a society that is not ready for the 
shock of transformation. The changes are dictated from above, 
from a national- level state machinery, rather than emerging from 
the needs of people in their communities. Moreover, Marxist- 
style Revolutions focus only on economic aspects and ignore the 
ways in which power is exercised in society, whether it be the 
Communist bureaucrat dictating the life of the farmer and factory 
worker, men oppressing women, or one ethnic group dominat¬ 
ing another. Finally, talk of Revolution today is not so much 
arrogant as it is irrelevant: increasingly the professional Revolu¬ 
tionaries are out of touch with basic needs and desires felt by 
people in daily life, and their sloganeering is elitist and boring. 
They are more interested in recruiting members, gamering dues, 
and hocking their papers than they are in working with people in 
a community to affect real changes. 

To be fair, much anarchist thought and action in the past 
and present is equally useless. Many anarchists used to feel that it 
was enough to just rise up and destroy the state, afterwards 
instituting "spontaneous" social organizations to coordinate work 
life and civic life. To me, this is an absurd idea for today's political 
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and social situation. To begin with, the state is too powerful at this 
time for people to overthrow directly and militantly. This is by no 
means to say that militant confrontation with authorities is to be 
ruled out: in fact, it is crucial that we DO confront authorities 
when the need arises so that they are always aware that we are 
here and that we oppose their brutality and oppression. But to 
imagine that we could topple all the powerful institutions such as 
the police and army, the FBI and the CIA, schools and the IRS with 
militant street fighting alone is an exercise in futility. 

Rather, I believe we should couple our work in confronta¬ 
tion—from within the system and from without—with a broad- 
based attempt to create alternative social relations and economic 
networks which help us to minimize our reliance on the state and 
on corporations, and which emphasize reliance upon ourselves 
and those in our communities. We need to constantly work to 
decentralize power, to create institutions which are responsive to 
our needs and that are inclusive of a diversity of peoples and 
opinions, and to build organizations from the ground up—the 
"grass roots"—which do the work of social maintenance without 
the coercion of government and corporate power. Call it what you 
will: community control, workplace democracy, DIY (Do-It-Your¬ 
self) cultural innovation—the bottom line is voluntary participa¬ 
tion and direct access for all individuals in shaping the processes 
of society. 

This kind of social transformation could cover a lot of 
ground, encompassing areas such as but not limited to: 

Food: localized agricultural support networks which connect 
rural and urban people into networks of exchange so that a 
community can strive for self-sufficiency: re-greening of cities and 
towns using available spaces as commons for growing food: 
learning how to grow food and teaching others: networks of 
community kitchens where neighbors and friends can come 
together to share food and cooking tasks and skills 
Housing: cooperative housing arrangements both within a house 
and between neighbors who could share such tasks as gardening, 
child care, maintenance, and so on: squatting and squatter sup¬ 
port for housing the homeless! 

Economics: starting locally-based cooperative and anti-profit 
businesses, encouraging barter and exchange networks, realizing 
the power of your own community to produce a variety of 
necessities as well as desired luxuries: shift from reliance on a 
capitalist system to an economy where people share all wealth 
and resources equitably: taking away the profit motive and doing 
business in order to support yourself and your partners so as to 
do away with the need to expand into industrial modes: educate 
yourself and others about how the consumer choices they make 
affect people in other parts of the world, and encourage people 
to alter their habits accordingly... 

Work: many of us believe that we spend way too much time 
working for others. Shifting economic emphases would help us 
become less and less dependent upon the shit wages they pay us, 
and allow us to work less. In fact, we should be able to produce as 
much as we need if everyone pitched in just a few hours a day...it 
requires commitment and participation, but the results are worth 
the effort! Anything we can do in our communities to ease our 
dependence upon “the man” and his wages is worthwhile. At the 
same time, explore ways in which your industry or workplace 
might become more responsive to workers’ needs, and better yet 
how might you band together to gain ownership of the company! 
Ecology: drastically decreasing consumption of packaged corpo¬ 
rate goods is a lot easier than it seems. It is fine and well to attack 
corporations for their pollution and waste and exploitation, but in 
the end capitalism demands that consumer market needs be met, 
and if we can reduce our market needs in a sustained way, we can 
truly cripple the rich bosses who profit from our consumption 
and labor! This includes growing your food or buying it from local 
sources and in bulk, brewing your own beer and rolling your own 
cigarettes and encouraging others to do the same, cutting out 
certain luxuries you can do without..living by example can be very 
powerful! In order to drastically reduce water use and to free up 
land for re-greening, help promote widespread practice of veg¬ 
etarianism (see resource guide in the back of this pamphlet!) 
School: organized revolt in school is well nigh impossible. The 
system is too powerful. But learning is a value in itself and 
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furthermore can be very beneficial. If you want to do certain 
things within the system, stay in school and see what you can do 
in the meantime to spread awareness about how fucked up 
schools are, and how you and your classmates might make some 
changes. If you can not stomach one more day of school past the 
age of 16 but you love learning, drop out and spend your life with 
books from the library (the public library is a very good institution, 
and would hopefully exist in ANY society—especially an anarchist 
society!) Find others who are drop outs and start study groups 
where you read things together and discuss them. Organize 
alternative schools, home-school cooperatives, and soon. Don’t 
let them indoctrinate you: schools are the place where that 
happens most dramatically! Avoid it! Help others to do the same! 
Family: redefine family to include a multitude of possibilities, 
such as gay and lesbian parents, multiple parenting and collective 
child-rearing, friendship networks and extended kin ties and so 
on. Share responsibilities fairly and equally and make decisions 
democratically with as much participation as possible. Adopt 
children who need homes, raise children without gender or racial 
or sexual stereotypes. 

Culture: find ways to integrate work and pleasure, aesthetics and 
pragmatics. Start DIY spaces, hostelries for nomads, artist co-ops, 
public art movements with murals and junk sculpture and mass 
public participation (everyone is creative—help others realize 
their own creativity). Provide people on the streets with colored 
chalk, disrupt daily life, graduate to spray paint and stencils, 
brushes and paints, transform your environment and make it fun 
and beautiful! 

None of this takes the place of working actively to limit the 
excesses of our government and its penchant for wars and 
subversion and oppression of people in other countries and at 
home. Starting a food co-op will not compel the state to pull its 
resources out of the military system and its weapons and influ¬ 
ence out of other nations. We need sustained and protracted 
activism to challenge state and economic power at all levels, from 
the courtrooms and congressional chambers to the streets and 
barricades. 

But a housing co-op multiplied thousands of times WILL 
make a huge difference: it will alter and shape the ways in which 
we engage in social relations, and it will increase our participation 
in the decisions that effect our lives. In the same vein, civic groups 
and citizens councils that attempt to take over tasks previously 
delegated by local governments will herald a truly democratic 
public life and a system within which individuals feel they can act 
and be heard. DIY music clubs and magazines and pirate radio 
stations can form a loose network of alternative media which 
present a range of opinions and options not found or even 
possible in mainstream corporate media. Moves for workplace 
democracy and ownership, or the founding of alternative anti- 
profit businesses and cooperatives will go a long way toward a 
society based on sharing and cooperation and freedom rather 
than on greed and competition and deprivation. 

We may never fully rid ourselves of deprivation, or of 
conflict and violence, but we can certainly work toward social 
organizations which minimize the conditions in which these 
arise. By working to reduce, minimize, or eliminate coercion, 
competition, exploitation, and oppression, we lay the ground¬ 
work for a different kind of social world. At the same time, then, 
we must also encourage cooperation, sharing, mutual aid and 
support, and res pea so as to create a community and a public life 
in which individuals feel conneaed to one another rather than 
isolated, and where we each feel free to do as we please so long 
as it does not oppress or coerce another. We need to foster both 
personal and social relationships that respea and tolerate differ¬ 
ence, wherein a variety of groups and individuals can come 
together as they see fit for the creation of community and the 
equitable sharing of resources. Groups can form and function as 
they need, or live separately as they desire. The important thing 
is that no one group or individual should hold coercive power 
over another, and that we all have the freedom to make choices. 
This is what anarchy is about: creating the conditions in which we 
DO have REAL choices about the ways in which we live our lives. 

continued on page 25 
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Wisconsin 
Anarchist 
Black Cross 

The Wisconsin chapter of the 
international Anarchist Black 
Cross is a new network that 
Chuck is tiying to get started. The 
Anarchist Black Cross is an 
international network devoted to 
prisoner support and penal 
abolition. In Wisconsin, we have 
quite a few problems with the 
state mistreating prisoners. If you 
are interested in getting involved 
or just want to network, contact 
the Wisconsin ABC at PO Box 173, 
Madison, WI 53701-0173. Prison¬ 
ers should send letters to that 
address. Our membership right 
now is small, so we can’t do much. 
We would like to do more outreach 
about prison system abuses. We’d 
also like to raise hell over the 
State’s continued imprisonment of 
Drug War prisoners. 


REMEMBER 
We’re Still Here 

What is the Anarchist Black 
Cross? 

The origins of the Anarchist Black Cross date back prior to 
the Russian Revolution. An Anarchist Red Cross was 
formed in Tsarist Russia to organize aid for political 
prisoners and their families, and self- defense against 
political raids by the Cossack army. 

During the Russian Civil War, the organization 
changed its name to the Black Cross in order to avoid 
confusion with the Red Cross who were organizing relief in 
the country. After the Bolsheviks seized power the Black 
Cross was moved to Berlin. It continued to aid prisoners of 
the Bolshevik regime, as well as victims of Italian fascism 
and others. Despite the increasing demand for its services, 
the Black Cross folded in the ’40s due to a simultaneous 
decline in availavle finances. 

In the late '60s the organization resurfaced in 
England, where it initially worked to aid prisoners of the 
Spanish resistance to Franco’s fascist regime. In the 
1980’s the ABC expanded and now has groups in many 
different regions of the world. 

Working Towards Liberation 

We believe that prisons serve no function except to 
preserve the ruling classes. We also believe that a free 
society must find alternative, effective ways of dealing with 


anti-social crime. But a decrease in anti-social crime is 
only likely to happen (and therefore prison abolition can 
only be a realistic option) accompanied by a dramatic 
change in our economic, social, and political systems. 
These conditions lie at the root of both anti-social crime 
and the reasons for a prison system. Our primary goal is 
to make these fundamental changes. We work for a 
stateless, cooperative/classless society free from 
privelege or domination based on race or gender. But it’s 
not enough to build the grassroots movements 
necessary to bring about these changes in society, we 
must also be able to defend them. The ABC defends 



those who are captured and persecuted for carrying out 
acts on behalf of our movements. 

Support for Imprisoned Activists 

The ABC aims to recognize, emose and support 
the struggles of prisoners in general, and of Political 
Prisoners and Prisoners of War in particular. The form 
our solidarity takes depends on each individual’s 
situation. To some we send financial or material aid. With 
others we keep in contact through mail, make visits, 
provide political literature, and discuss strategy and 
tactics. We do whatever we can to prevent prisoners 
becoming isolated from the rest of the movement. We 
fundraise on behalf of prisoners or their defense 
committees for legal cases or other needs, and organize 
demonstrations or public campaigns of solidarity with 
prisoners we support. Wd regard prisoners as an active 
part of our movement and seek to maintain their past and 
potential contributions by acting as a link back to the 
continuing struggle. Increased communication between 
activists both inside and outside prison inspires 
resistance on both sides of the prison walls. We hope 
that we can encourage other activists by providing 
assurance that even if you are persecuted for your 
activities, the movement will not abandon you: we will 
take care of our own. Through the ABC, we are building 
organizational support for resistance. 

Defending Resistance 

Outside of prisoner support work, the ABC is 
committed to the wider resistance in which many of these 
prisoners are engaged. We see a need to be highly 
organized if we are to effectively meet the organized 
repression of the state and avoid defeat. 

When power is challenged, be it in South Africa, 
occupied Palestine, Chile, Ireland or Canada, it inevitably 
turns to violent repression and political imprisonment to 
maintain itself. In 1989 we set up an "Emergency 
Response Network"(ERN) to respond to political raids, 
crackdowns, death sentences, hungerstrikes, torture or 
killings of members of or prisoners from groups and 


communities we work in solidarity with. An ERN 
mobilization means ABC groups and others around the 
world send telegrams and phone calls, organize 
demonstrations or other actions within 48 hours of the 
network being alerted. For instance, two Greek anarchist 
prisoners reported to be held incommunicado and subject 
to torture were released from solitary confinement and 
allowed access to lawyers after the ERN’s first mobilization 
brought demonstrations, calls, faxes and telegrams to 
Greek embassies around the world. The ABC’s 
international network plays the one trump card grassroots 
movements have in our deck: solidarity. 

Remember: We’re Still Here 

We decide what prisoners io support and what work 
we will do on a case-by-case basis. We put priority on the 
cases of political/ politicized prisoners and POWs as this 
corresponds to our committment to building resistance. 
Although imprisonment is in itself “political”, Political 
Prisoners and Prisoners of War are being held specifically 
for their beliefs or actions. Unlike Amnesty International, 
we don’t place judgements on what are valid and invalid 
expressions of resistance: non-violence is not a criterion of 
support. Unlike other organizations supporting political 
prisoners, we include those who were “politicized" by the 
prison experience and have since become organizers 
inside prison. Many “politicized” prisoners face increased 
harrassment in return fot their activism. 

Getting Involved 

There are many ways of getting involved in this work. You 
or your group can: -Join your local ABC group -set up your 
own ABC group -donate labour, materials or money to the 
ABC -become active in the Emergency Response Network 
-or help as an individual by spreading information about 
prisoners, writing to them, making visits, sending reading 
materials and more_ 

AnarchoTe chies conti nued 

said. 

Some activists wouid like to create a national network of 
electronic anarchy, but that looks to be somewhat far in the 
future. 

Others, like those around the Detroit paper Fifth Estate, 
believe anarchy and high-tech don’t mix. 

"The capitalist world, defined by the religion of science and 
technology, has endlessly created what immediately becomes 
necessity," writes E. B. Maple in the Summer issue of the 
paper. ’Just as today no one can imagine publishing a 
newspaper without computerized equipment, in 20 years (or 
20 months!) we will be told that such machinery is hopelessly 
outmoded, too slow, inefficient, and only artificial intelligence 
which downloads thought direct to hologram can fulfill our 
needs to file recipes, plan wars, balance our checkbooks, 
manage production, etc." 

It should be noted, however, that this article is titled: "The 
Fifth Estate Enters the 20th Century. We Get a Computer and 
Hate It!" 

Industry is not dominated by technical expertise, 
but by the sales-manager, the accountant and the 
financial tycoon who never made anything in their lives 
except money. 

- Colin Ward, Anarchy in Action 

FREE ENTERPRISE, n. A system in which a few are bom 
with millions in the bank, most are bom with nothing, 
and all compete to accumulate wealth. If those bom 
with nothing fail, it is due to their personality defects. 

Robert Tefton 

For the right amount of money, you’re willing to eat 
Alpo. 

- Reggie Jackson, quoted in the Sporting News, 
February 1 , 1988 


Practical Anarchy #8 


24 


November 1993 












s 


Two Big Lies continued 

for them to not be concerned about the other people 
they run over in the process. 

The folks who ask us to believe all this fail to point 
out that this state of economic civil war is historically a 
very new thing. Far from being human nature, it is 
something completely outside the experience of most 
of the people who have ever lived. Society functions 
today not because of unrestricted economic competi¬ 
tion between individuals, but because of what remains 
of mutual aid and human solidarity. This can be seen in 
the rising rates of suicide, mental illness, and other 
signs of alienation and social disintegration that are 
always associated with capitalist “progress.” 

Peter Kropotkin’s Mutual Aid gives the anarchist’s 
answer to Darwin’s dog-eat-dog view of the natural 
world. Kropotkin argues that cooperation plays at least 
as great a role in the natural world as does competition. 
He illustrates his point with many examples of 
individual members of animal species acting together to 
further their own and their specie’s survival. Kropotkin 
also demonstrates the principle of mutual aid at work in 
a wide range of primitive societies. 

Perhaps the fundamental absurdity of this idea of 
harmony-through-conflict can best be demonstrated 
with an example. 

Imagine putting a bunch of people together in a 
room and giving them baseball bats and telling them 
that the way they will be best off is if they hit everybody 
else harder than they get hit in return. It won’t take 
most people long to figure out that they will all be 
better off if nobody hits anybody over the head with a 
baseball bat. And even if a few big people decide that 
they can get what they want by ganging up on the little 
folks, they will soon figure out that they will be better 
off by sticking together than by continuing to hit each 
other (however, in real life, this often takes a long time 
to put into practice—see The Wretched of the forth by 
Franz Fanon for a good discussion of why oppressed 
people so often spend so much of their energy fighting 
among themselves rather than joining together to fight 
their common oppressor). 

BIG LIE #2 

“A healthy economy can only be based on ever 
expanding production and consumption. This can go 
on forever. Science will overcome all obstacles to the 
continuation of this process.” 

This idea involves a denial of the basic laws of 
physical reality. 

We live on a finite planet. It is physically 
impossible for the production of goods to keep 
expanding forever. We are finite creatures and can thus 
only consume a finite amount of goods and services. 

A capitalist economy is by its very nature 
unsustainable. A capitalist economy operating in a 
“healthy” condition will eventually create the conditions 
that will lead to a crisis in its operation. Overproduction 
leads to recurrent recessions and depressions in the 
economy, and has been the driving force behind the 
incredible proliferation of weapons we have seen in this 
century. Industrial production has already reached a 
level that threatens global environmental collapse. 

The capitalist economy is a giant pyramid scheme, 
borrowing from tomorrow to pay for today. Pyramid 
schemes are frowned upon (and are illegal in most 
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places) because when they collapse the people on the 
bottom get burned. In the case of the pyramid scheme 
of capitalist economics the people who lose are our 
children, who don’t have an inhabitable planet left to 
live on any more. The Lakota Sioux ensured the 
sustainability of their “primitive” society by always 
considering the consequences that their actions would 
have on the next seven generations. In contrast, 
calculations by modem capitalist economists discount 
values proportionately to their distance in the future- 
getting $1 now is more desirable than getting $20 in 
twenty years (or $10 or $50, the number will vary from 
economist to economist; the important point is that 
values very far in the future quickly become irrelevant in 
their calculations). Long term sustainability is sacrificed 
for short term gain. Free market economists have not 
grasped the crucial insight of the ecology movement 
that we do not inherit the Earth from our parents—we 
borrow it from our children. 

Capitalist economics rests on the assumption that 
people’s well being increases proportionately as their 
consumption of goods and services increases. This is 
obviously not true. More Americans today suffer from 
disease caused by affluence than caused by poverty. 
Most Americans would be healthier if they had less—if 
they walked and rode bicycles instead of driving 
everywhere, if they ate grains & vegetables instead of 
HoHos & TV dinners, if they played football rather than 
watching it on TV. And since they’d need less they 
could work less and slow down and avoid ulcers and 
other stress-related sickness. But there are no profits to 
be made unless an exchange takes place—if you grow 
your own vegetables instead of buying them at the store 
(and going to work making things for someone else so 
you can get the money to buy them at the store, etc.) 
then nobody else gets to make any money off of you. 
And the Gross National Product goes up when you start 
buying your carrots at the store (even though they don’t 
taste as good as the ones from your garden), and this 
the capitalist economists hail as progress. 

WHAT CAN I DO? 

Obviously the first step each one of us can take 
toward changing this system is to refuse to be 
bamboozled by it any longer. 

The second step is to encourage others to do so. 
One big advantage we have is that the assumptions that 
the capitalist system is built on cannot stand up to 
rational examination. The most revolutionary thing we 
can do at this point is to encourage people to think for 
themselves. 


How They See It continued 
When anarchy? 

It need not be a distant Revolution or a Great Cataclysm. It 
is happening now. Anarchist societies are there, lurking below the 
legacy of greed and violence and war and hunger and oppression. 
Whenever we engage in an act of mutual aid, whenever people 
come together voluntarily to share food and fun or to perform a 
task or get a job done, that is anarchy in action. What the anarchist 
wants to do, then, is to recognize these situations and turn them 
into more or less permanent networks that individuals can move 
in and out of as they need. 

When neighbors cooperate to do repairs on the streets in 
their area, or to grow food on a common land, or to fix up 
abandoned houses for low-income and homeless people, they 
are in their own way de-legitimizing the government or corporate 
power and taking matters into their own hands. Of course, it is 
fine and well to petition the government to spend the money it 
extorts from us for such things-after all, it IS OUR WEALTH! But 
we should not expea the government to be responsive to the real 
needs of people, as the state exists to protect the rights of the rich 
and privileged, not the poor and the underemployed or even the 
middle class. Rather, we should come together and figure out 
how we can get all the things done DESPITE the state, eventually 
making its existence irrelevant. 

Perhaps more and more people working to increase citizen 
power and participation will find that many of the taxes they pay 
are unjust, and they only want taxes to go toward schools and 
libraries and road repair, not toward business incentives or 
building new super highways or financing the military. Then from 
the networks of support they are developing, they can create 
grass roots political initiatives which would alter the ways in which 
the decisions are made on government spending and greatly 
increase citizen input. Perhaps eventually people will come to 
find that the old systems of governing are inadequate and they 
need and desire more localized and direa control over their lives. 
This is what community power is all about: an attempt to involve 
everyone, black and white and latino and asian, women and men, 
young and old, gay and straight, Christian/Jew/Muslim/Hindu/ 
Atheist, in the decision making processes of the community. And 
for the anarchist, it is about equalizing this involvement so that 
power, as well as resources and wealth, be shared in common. 
Finally, as an anarchist I see equality and cooperation as the only 
way to organize a society wherein the individual can develop her 
potential and exercise her liberty to the greatest extent possible. 

We can begin this transformation here and now by high¬ 
lighting what is already good and existent in human relations, and 
by simultaneously developing new kinds of networks. We don’t 
have to build Revolutionary Parties or high-powered Congres¬ 
sional Lobby Organizations to do the work of social change. It 
takes groups of people committed to the idea and benefits of 
anarchy, community power, worker control, res pea and toler¬ 
ance, and true democracy who can get together and get things 
done, all the while sharing their successes and failures honestly 
with other groups who are trying similar things elsewhere. It 
means collaborating with those who are different in some way or 
another from you, and respecting those differ¬ 
ences and learning something from them in the 
process. It means supporting and learning from 
groups who have long resisted the powers of 
the state, such as Native Americans and Afrikan 
Americans who face state-direaed brutality and 
economic coercion on a daily basis in the inner 
cities and on the reservations of the U.S. It 
requires an international perspective so that we 
connect our struggles with those of groups in 
other parts of the world who are fighting tyr¬ 
anny, coercion, death squads, oppression, pov¬ 
erty, hunger, and disease. And finally it takes a 
sane mixture of rage and patience, as either 
sensibility alone dooms us to failure and futility. 

continued on next page 
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list «l Resources 


Practical Anarchy 

Quarterly magazine produced by a vegetarian librarian that stresses 
clear writing and the sharing of practical information. Recent 
topical issues: Anarchy & Voting, Women & Anarchy. 

Wind Chill Factor PO Box 81961 Chicago, II60681 
Militant Do-It-Yourself urban anarchist magazine. Generally packed 
with articles and graphics. Topics include: gentrilication, Native 
American issues, Anarchist Black Cross work (political prisoner 
support), reports on demonstrations and protests, and much 
more. These folks also distribute pamphlets and records, so write 
to them for a list of available materials! 

Anarchy! A Journal of Desire Armed c/o CAL PO Box 1466 
Columbia, MO 65205-1466 

Provocative quarterly journal that spans both anarchist theory 
and practice. One of the best sources of news and information on 
international anarchist activity today. Features lengthy articles as 
well as rants, essays, book and magazine reviews, cartoons, and 
the famed collage work of Baer, Being, and Koehnline. 

Love and Rage (Amor y Rabia) Box 3 Prince St Station NYNY 
10012 Revolutionary anarchist tabloid of the Love & Rage net¬ 
work. Plenty of news and information on anarchist activity as well 
as business of the L&R net. 

Profane Existence PO Box 8722 Minneapolis, MN 55408 
“Making punk a threat again” is the (hopeful) subtitle of this 


tabloid. This collective endeavor attempts to wed the subcultural 
expressions of punk to the political ideas and goals of anarchy, 
with some success. Always an interesting read forgetting a feel for 
the politicized wing of punk culture. 

Dumpster Times PO Box 80044 Akron, OH 44308 
Produced by the incomparable (and indominable) Wendy Duke, 
this publication is always thought-provoking, with lots of writing 
from the heart. Never petty, boring, or sectarian, Wendy as¬ 
sembles articles and cartoons that are at times light and humor¬ 
ous, and just as often serious and urgent. 

dreamtime village c/o xexoxial endarchy 1341 Williamson Madi¬ 
son, WI53703 

An intentional community in rural Wisconsin devoted to the 
practice of anarchist-style cooperative living, and the creation of 
small-scale sustainable life and culture. Write them to get on their 
mailing list for information on their activities. 

Perennial Books PO Box B14 Montague, MA 01351 
Distributor of a variety of new and used books of interest to 
anarchists and anti-authoritarians. Write for their catalogue. 

The Shadow PO Box 20296 NYNY 10009 
Anarchist squatter tabloid from the Lower East Side of NYC. Good 
for familiarizing yourself with the housing struggles in that com¬ 
munity. 

The Match c/o Fred Woodworth PO Box 3488 Tuscon, A2 85722 
Fred is a real character, and he produces a high-quality journal 


using offset press technology. Strong in the area of fiction and 
personable essays (Fred’s personality always shines through.) 

Anarchist Youth Federation PO Box 365 Canal StStation NYNY 
10013-0365 

The AYF is a loosely affiliated network of chapters around the 
country which generally serves the needs of the young and young 
at heart. Basically a good contact for sharing resources and 
building youth solidarity across the continent. Write to find out 
how you can start an AYF chapter in your town. 

The Web Collective PO Box 40890 San Francisco, CA 94110 
A group of Bay Area anti-authoritarian activists currently working 
on a Direct Action Manual, among other things. 

BAD Brigade PO Box 1323 Cambridge, MA 02238 
This organization produces numerous pamphlets and broadsides 
on a great variety of topics, such as war, pornography, electoral 
politics, and so on. 

This is just a small sampling of what is out there—and here I 
focused on projects within the US alone! Through any and all of 
these publications and organizations you will be introduced to 
many others, spanning the vibrant international anarchist scene. 
Good luck, and feel free to contact the Bloomington Anarchist 
Union for more information! If you don’t contact us, feel free 
anyway.... 
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